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MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
February 7, 2024 

 
 The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday 

February 7, 2024, in the Commissioner’s Public Meeting Room at the Monroe County Administrative 
Center with the following present:  Chairman John D. Christy, Vice-Chairman David C. Parker, 
Commissioner Sharon S. Laverdure, Solicitor Todd W. Weitzmann, Chief Clerk/Administrator Robert J. 
Gress, Administrative Secretary Cindy Cook. 

 
 Chairman Christy called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with a moment of silence and the 

pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
 There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 
 Courtney Tolino, President of the Pocono Cinema & Cultural Center along with Brianna Booker 

and Dr. Carlton Farnbaugh announced the formation of the Monroe County Poet Laureate Program.   
The role of the Poet Laureate is to raise the County’s appreciation of reading and writing of poetry and 
raise awareness for the Poet Laureate program.  She stated this is not a paid position. Anyone 21 and over 
may apply.   More information can be found at Pocono Cinema and Cultural Center’s website along with 
applications for the position. 

 
 M-2024-31 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the minutes of the 1/2/24 Commissioners’ Meeting. 
 

M-2024-32 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 
to approve the minutes of the 1/17/24 Commissioners' Meeting. 

 
 M-2024-33 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to adopt the following proclamations and certificates: 
 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Future Business Leaders of America, Inc. (FBLA) is a non-profit educational organization whose 
first chapter was established in Johnson City, Tennessee, in 1942; and 
 
WHEREAS, Iowa became FBLA’s first state chapter in 1947; and  
 
WHEREAS, Stroudsburg High School officially chartered its FBLA local chapter on January 28, 1985; and 
 
WHEREAS, Monroe County schools, Pleasant Valley and Pocono Mountain East and West also have active 
FBLA chapters; and  
 
WHEREAS, FBLA includes more than 200,000 members and advisers in 4,600 chapters nationwide in middle 
schools, high schools, colleges, universities, career and technical schools, and private business schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, FBLA is a professional business organization dedicated to bringing business and education 
together in a positive working relationship through innovative leadership and career development programs; and  
 
WHEREAS, FBLA members perform community service activities and strive to build a student’s understanding 
of the realities of the modern business world; and 
 
WHEREAS, FBLA teaches middle school, high school, and college students’ basic business and leadership 
principles; and assists them in the transition from school to work; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Monroe County Board of Commissioners do hereby proclaim February 11-17, 2024, 
as FBLA WEEK in Monroe County. 
 
                 -End of Proclamation- 
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Vice-Chairman Parker presented the proclamation to two (2) student representatives from 
Stroudsburg High School’s Future Business Leaders of America organization. 

 
Chairman Christy stated his daughter participated in FBLA during school and loved it.  

Commissioner Laverdure stated her granddaughter currently participates in FBLA at Pleasant Valley School 
District and will be going to the competition in Hershey. 

 
The following certificates were also previously presented: 
 
Agnes Callery  PEER Training Certificate  

 Christine Gerlach PEER Training Certificate 
 Cheryl Giunta  PEER Training Certificate 
 Robert Hirt  PEER Training Certificate 
 Dr. Marilyn Brown Educator Certificate  
 Russell Fisher  Volunteer Certificate 
 Sue Mahusky  Volunteer Certificate 
 
 M-2024-34 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the actions listed below: 
 

a) Agenda: 
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b) Approve/Ratify Requests to work additional hours: 

i) Sheriff’s Office Overtime Report for the period ending 1/14/24: 
(1) Deputies – 36 hours 
(2) Security –   54 hours 
(3) Clerks-      4.50 hours 

 
M-2024-35 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve/ratify the actions listed below: 
 
a) Vouchers Payable: 

i) $2,298,760.60 for week ending 1/19/24 
ii) $861,593.58 for week ending 1/26/24  
iii) $831,906.88 for week ending 2/2/24  

b) Gross Payroll: 
i) Period ending 1/14/2024 totaling $1,415,672.51 
ii) Period ending 1/28/2024 totaling $1,399,258.26 

c) Healthcare Benefits Payments: 
i) Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield: 

(1) $101,259.70 on 1/16/2024 
(2) $66,028.76 on 1/23/2024 
(3) $151,547.74 and $10.30 on 1/30/2024 

ii) Geisinger: 
(1) $110,768.37 and $6,926.54 on 1/16/2024 
(2)  $52,532.70 on 1/23/2024 
(3)  $107,369.03 on 1/29/2024 

iii) Dental Claims: 
(1) $4,884.40 on 1/12/2024 
(2) $5,037.95 on 1/23/2024 
(3) $5,000.37 on 1/26/2024 
(4) $1,037.85 on 1/29/2024 
(5) $7,515.41 on 2/2/2024 

 
iv) Flexible Spending Account: 

(1) $145.75 and $1861.90 on 1/12/2024 
(2) $4,258.95 on 1/19/2024 
(3) $2493.20 on 1/26/2024 
(4) $2974.82 on 2/2/2024 

 
M-2024-36 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to approve/ratify the actions listed below: 
 
a) Approve/Ratify the attached Travel Request Report –Adult Probation, Conservation 

District, Planning, Public Defender, and Veterans Affairs 
b) S. Laverdure to Harrisburg, PA from March 3-5 to attend CCAP Spring Conference 
c) E. Diemer to Boiling Springs, PA from February 15-16 to attend PSACC New Controller’s 

Conference 
 
M-2024-37 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the actions listed below, as requested by the Monroe County Affordable Housing Board: 
 
a) Reappoint Thomas Wilkins to a new term to expire 12/31/2028 
b) Approve the FY 2024 Act 137 Budget totaling $639,787.56 
c) Approve the Act 137 funding of $60,000.00 from the 2024 Affordable Housing budget to 

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity for Home Preservation Program 
 

M-2024-38 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to approve the actions listed below as requested by Area Agency on Aging: 

 
a) Reappoint the following to the Advisory Council: 

i) Sarah DePaolo with a new term to expire 12/31/2026 
ii) Connie McCool with a new term to expire 12/31/2026 
iii) Erma Pound with a new term to expire 12/31/2026 

b) Appoint Constance DiLego to the Advisory Council with a term to expire 12/31/2026 
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c) Execute contract addendum with Lifeline Systems Company through 6/30/2024 at rate of 
$28.00 per month for standard landline and cellular 

d) Execute contract addendum with CareGivers America through 6/30/2024 at rate of $19.85 
per hour 

e) Execute contract with Jjireh Home Care, Inc. d/b/a Caring Matters Home Care for Personal 
Care and Home Support Services through 6/30/2027 at $20.50 per hour for Personal and 
Home Care Services 

f) Execute contract with Monroe County Transportation Authority through 12/31/2025 at 
rates listed in attachment G for transportation reimbursement 

g) Execute lease agreement with Pocono Services for Families and Children through 
12/31/2026 at rates listed in Schedule A of the agreement  

 
M-2024-39 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to execute an Interagency Agreement with Merakay (formerly NHS) for continuity of care through 
10/01/2025 for former inmate services as outlined in agreement as requested by the Correctional Facility. 

 
M-2024-40 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to acknowledge receipt of the Independent Auditor’s Report, prepared by Baker Tilly, LLC., for the period 
ending 6/30/2023 as requested by Carbon/Monroe/Pike Drug & Alcohol Commission. 

 
M-2024-41 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to execute agreement with the Pocono Counties Workforce Development Board pursuant to the 
Workforce Investment Opportunity Act for the period 1/01/2024 through 6/30/2027, the Chief Elected 
Officials/Fiscal Agent Agreement naming Carbon County as the role of Fiscal Agent and the Local Elected 
Officials Agreement as requested by Career Link/Pocono Workforce Development. 

 
 M-2024-42 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the actions listed below as requested by Children and Youth Services: 
 

a) Authorize first quarter submittal of the 2023-2024 Fiscal Report with total spending of 
$4,382,388.00 

b) Execute agreement with Bancroft for Residential Treatment Services with a contract 
amount of $317,550.00 contingent on solicitor’s changes 

 
M-2024-43 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to approve the actions listed below: 
 
a) Ratify the Budget Adjustment Report dated 1/16/24 totaling $5,013.00 
b) Approve the Budget Adjustment Report dated 2/1/24 totaling $94,496.00 
c) Authorize chief clerk to solicit proposals for a Tax Revenue Anticipation Note (TRAN) for 

2024 
d) Execute Professional Services Agreement with ARRO Consulting, Inc in the amount not to 

exceed $287,000.00 (Wastewater Treatment Plant - Snydersville) 
e) Approve mileage reimbursement rate for County employees to .67 per mile, effective 

1/1/2024  
f) Announce CCAP 2024 County Government Priorities 
g) Execute an amendment to the Leave Management Services Agreement with UPMC Benefit 

Management Services for the period 1/31/2024-1/31/2025 at rates listed on fee schedule 
h) Approve reports of County Liquid Fuels Fund for 2023 as follows: 

i) 12/31/2023 fund balance of $192,306.03 and total expenditures of $99,372.30 
ii) Act 44 County Liquid Fuel Tax fund balance of $143,065.20 and total expenditures of $0 

dollars 
iii) Act 89 County Liquid Fuel Tax Fund balance of $319,812.57 and total expenditures of 

$0 dollars 
i) Add the following Vendors to the County List of Approved Vendors: 

i) Sheriff: 
   (1) EuroOptic LTD 

              ii) District Attorney: 
(1) Michael Coyer, Ph.D. 

iii) Voter Registration: 
(1) Election Source 

 
Chairman Christy explained the budget adjustment reports.  He explained the Tax Revenue 

Anticipation Note as a short-term loan the County will take until the tax money starts to come in.  He 
reviewed the Liquid Fuels accounts.   
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M-2024-44 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to execute Equipment Rental and Service Agreement with CSG-NAM for a 36-month period contingent 
upon solicitor’s changes to agreement as requested by the Court Administrator.   

 
Chairman Christy stated this contract is for coffee machines in the jury deliberation rooms. 
 
M-2024-45 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the actions listed below as requested by Eastern Monroe Public Library, Chairman Christy 
abstained: 

 
a) Appoint Dr. Judith Magann to the Board of Trustees with a term to expire 12/31/2026 
b) Acknowledge resignation of Erik Diemer from the Board of Trustees (elected as county 

controller) 
 

Chairman Christy and Commissioner Laverdure thanked Erik Diemer for his service. 
 

M-2024-46 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Grants Department: 

 
a) Ratify submittal of the FY2022 State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) for the 

period 7/1/2020-6/30/2021 totaling $62,946.00 
b) Approve revised MATP 2022-2023 Allocation of $571,158.00 
c) Adopt the Monroe & Pike Counties Community Services Administrative Board By-Laws 
d) Appoint/Reappoint the following to the Community Services Administrative Board (CSAB) 

all terms to expire 12/31/2026 
i) Commissioner David C. Parker (Public Official appointment) 
ii) Commissioner Sharon S. Laverdure (Public Official reappointment) 
iii) Michelle Fernandez (Community Representative appointment) 
iv) Donna Sokolowski (Low Income Representative reappointment) 
v) Christine Meinhart-Fritz (Low Income Representative reappointment) 
vi) Karl Davis (Community Representative reappointment) 
vii) Justin Ortiz (Low Income Representative reappointment) 
viii) Rose Chiocchi (Pike Community Representative reappointment) 
ix) William Schaffer (Community Representative reappointment) 
x) DeMecia Wooten-Irizarry (Community Representative reappointment) 
xi) Christopher McCabe (Community Representative reappointment) 
xii) Mary Claire Megargle (Low Income Representative reappointment) 

 
Commissioner Laverdure thanked Jennifer Strauch, Grants manager and Kwanza Smith, Grants 

writer for the fabulous job they do for Monroe County.  Commissioner Laverdure also stated they are 
available to assist community members with questions about grants as well.   

 
Chairman Christy explained the function of the CSAB Board. 
 
M-2024-47 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Maintenance Department: 
 
a) Execute Planned Service Agreement with Johnsons Controls, Inc. for the period of 

02/01/2024-1/31/2025 in a total amount of $26,542.00 
b) Execute a service agreement with Dempsey Uniform & Linen supply for at rates listed on 

agreement #143060 for 2-year term, expiring 1/31/2026 
c) Approve quote from R.W. Masten to install metal door with steel frame at 701 Main, DA 

office 3rd floor for a total of $1,696.00  
 

M-2024-48 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Planning Commission: 

 
a) Reappoint the following to the Agricultural Land Preservation Board: 

i) Russell Gould with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
ii) Glen W. Beers with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
iii) Richard Snyder with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
iv) Robert Serfass with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
v) Carl S. Heckman with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
vi) Mark Heckman with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
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vii) Mark Green with a new term to expire 1/31/2027 
 

M-2024-49 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Probation Department: 

 
a) Execute Services Agreement with University of Cincinnati Research Institute for staff training 

to be paid from Supervision Fees in the amount of $8,000.00  
b) Approve submittal of the Juvenile Probation Services Grant Agreement in the amount of 

$96,795.00 for the period through 6/30/2024 
 

M-2024-50 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to acknowledge resignation of Janet K. Weidensaul from the Monroe County Hospital Authority Board 
effective 1/24/2024. 

 
 Commissioner Laverdure thanked Ms. Weidensaul for her service to the Board. 
 
 M-2024-51 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Monroe County Industrial Development 
Authority: 
 

a) Reappoint the following to the Board of Directors: 
i)  Troy Nauman with a new term to expire 12/31/2028 
ii)  Rick Mutchler with a new term to expire 12/31/2028 
iii)  Janet Weidensaul with a new term to expire 12/31/2028 

b) Approve clarifying language to the Cooperation Agreement regarding the Smithfield Tax 
Increment Project, paragraph 9 of agreement  

 
M-2024-52 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Monroe County Redevelopment Authority:  
 
a) Acknowledge receipt of the 2023 Monroe County Land Bank Annual Report 
b) Ratify a request for an extension of the completion date from February 23, 2024, to August 

23, 2024, for FFY 2020 Monroe County Community Development Block Grant #C000075796 
 

M-2024-53 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 
to approve the 2023/2024 Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP) 2nd Quarter Report totaling 
$166,864.95 as requested by the Monroe County Transportation Authority. 

 
M-2024-54 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 

to reappoint Adam Kerrick to the Board with a new term to expire 1/30/2029 as requested by the Pocono 
Mountains Regional Airport.  

 
M-2054-55 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and carried 

to approve/ ratify the Capital Purchases Reports as follows: 
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 Chairman Christy explained all the Capital Purchases. 
 

 M-2024-56 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and carried 
to approve/ratify the Computer Capital Reports as follows: 

 

 
 

          

 
 
 
  Chairman Christy explained the Computer Capital Purchases. 
 
  Commissioner Laverdure spoke about the CCAP 2024 County Government Priorities and 
requested they be posted on the County’s website. 
 
  Chairman Christy reminded everyone that Northampton Community College will be hosting 
Community Night on April 30, 2024. 
 
  Chairman Christy asked if there was any public comment. 
 

Jack Fossett stated he was at his fourth meeting to state his dissatisfaction with the Foundry 
Street Bridge repair.  Chairman Christy asked him if he has contacted the state regarding his concerns.  He 
once again stated his dissatisfaction, he stated his next step will be litigation.   

 
Theresa Pesce asked what the vendor Election Source is providing to the County and if they 

were a new vendor.  Chairman Christy stated this company supplies the County with the Vote Here signs 
and supplies for the three new polling places.  She also asked about the SCAAP grant which Chairman 
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Christy explained that was a Federal Program that every prison receives in case they need to place illegal 
aliens but can use the money for other items such as equipment purchases.  He also stated at this time 
there are no illegal aliens at the Monroe County Correctional Facility.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
      
      _______________________________________ 
      Robert J. Gress, Chief Clerk/Administrator 
 
M-2024-31 thru M-2023-56 
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