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MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
October 15, 2025 

 
  The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Commissioners was held on 
Wednesday, October 15, 2025, in the Commissioners’ Public Meeting Room at the Monroe County 
Administrative Center with the following present:  Chairman John D. Christy, Vice-Chairman David C. 
Parker, Commissioner Sharon S. Laverdure, Solicitor Todd W. Weitzmann, Chief Clerk/Administrator 
Robet J. Gress and Administrative Secretary Cindy Cook. 
 
  Chairman Christy opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. with a moment of silence followed by 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
  Chairman Christy stated pursuant to the PA Sunshine Act, the agendas that are 
distributed reflect the following changes from the agenda posted online: 
 
  Under Old Business: 
  Bid opening was October 8, 2025, not 2024 
 
  Under Electronic Financial Transactions: 
  Vouchers Payable: 
  $910,044.97 not $910,044.07 
  Gross Payroll: 
  $1,495,076.03 not $1,495,078.03 
 
  There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 
  Chairman Christy recessed the regular meeting at 9:33 a.m. and opened the final public 
hearing for the FFY 2025 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). 
 
  Jennifer Strauch-Petersen, Executive Director, Redevelopment Authority of the County 
of Monroe stated no public comments were received on Monroe County’s proposed use of $663,596.00 
in FFY 2025 CDBG funds.  Ms. Strauch-Petersen stated the Redevelopment Authority will be submitting 
the application for the FFY 2025 CDBG funds. 
 
  Chairman Christy closed the public hearing at 9:35 a.m. and continued with the regular 
meeting.    
  Chairman Christy recessed the regular meeting at 9:36 a.m. and opened an Assessment 
Board meeting at 9:37 a.m. for corrections to the duplicate. 
 
  M-2025-285 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 
carried to approve the corrections to the duplicate as follows, as requested by Deborah Storman, Chief 
Assessor. 
 
  Additions - $0 
  Subtractions- $1,040,560.00 
  Total-  ($1,040,560.00) 
 
  M-2025-286 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 
carried to approve the minutes of October 1, 2025, Commissioners’ Meeting. 
 
  M-2025-287 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 
carried to ratify October 8, 2025, opening of the Janitorial Services at Magisterial District Justice Offices 
Bids as follows: 
 
KKJ, Inc. dba Jan-Pro of NEPA  $686.00 per week $35,672.00 annual   10% cashier’s check 
The Team Cleaning Solutions, Inc. $675.00 per week $35,100.00 annual   no bid security  
 
 
  M-2025-288 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and 
carried to approve/ratify the actions listed below: 
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1) Personnel: 
a) Agenda: 

 

 
 

b) Approve/Ratify Requests to work additional hours: 
i) Sheriff’s Department for pay period ending 10/05/2025 
(1) Deputies – 27.50 hours 
(2) Security –48.25 hours 
(3) Clerks – 23.50 hours 

 
2) Electronic Financial Transactions (Ratify): 

a) Vouchers Payable: 
i) $642,299.95 dated 09/29/2025 
ii) $910,044.97 dated 10/06/2025 

b) Gross Payroll: 
i) $1,495,076.03 for pay period ending 10/05/2025 

c) Healthcare Benefits Payments: 
i) Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield: 
(1) $90,341.37 dated 10/01/2025 
(2) $129,314.72 dated 10/07/2025 

ii) Geisinger: 
(1) $137,647.75 dated 09/29/2025 
(2) $140,083.89 dated 10/06/2025 

iii) Dental Claims: 
(1) $1,076.70 dated 10/02/2025 
(2) $5,884.98 dated 10/03/2025 

iv) Flexible Spending Account: 
(1) $790.32 dated 10/03/2025 

 
 

M-2025-289 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 
carried to approve/ratify the Travel Request Report – Children & Youth Services, Conservation District, 
Domestic Relations, Planning and Pretrial/DUI Services 

 
M-2025-290 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to approve the following actions as requested by Children and Youth Services: 
 

a) Execute the following Purchase of Service Agreements for the period 07/01/2025 – 
06/30/2026 with: 

i) The Bair Foundation – contract limit of $17,000.00 (foster care) 
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ii) Pentz Run Youth Services, Inc. – contract limit of $145,000.00 (emergency shelter) 
iii) Person Directed Supports, Inc. – contract limit of $625,000.00 (community home) 
iv) Harmony Heights Housing, LLC – contract limit of $450,000.00 (residential home) 
v) Children’s Choice, Inc. – contract limit of $200,000.00 (foster care) 
vi) City Mission-Living Stones, Inc. – contract limit of $240,000.00 (independent living) 
vii) CHOR Youth & Family – contract limit of $315,000.00 (foster care) 

 
M-2025-291 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to approve the actions listed below: 
 

a) Ratify the Budget Adjustment Report dated 10/15/2025 totaling $20,000.00 
b) Approve the Budget Adjustment Report dated 10/15/2025 totaling $90,550.00 
c) Approve Rules and Regulations Policy regarding Use of County Property 
d) Award Janitorial Services at Magisterial District Justice Offices to KKJ, Inc. dba Jan-

Pro of NEPA in the amount of $686.00 per week with the option of two - one-year 
extensions at a 3% increase each year 

e) Approve Amendment No. 8 to the Consulting Agreement with KRB Consulting 
Services, LLC at a rate of $150.00 per hour for the period 01/01/2026 – 12/31/2026 
for water and wastewater projects at the county owned facilities in Snydersville 

f) Approve the following Opioid Grants from the Opioid Settlement Funds consistent 
with the uses allowed under the Opioid Settlement Agreement, Exhibit E: 

i) Synchronicity Recovery Foundation d/b/a Sync Recovery Community, a 
Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement in the amount of $50,000.00  

ii) Path to Peace, a Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement in the amount of 
$50,000.00  

g) Ratify/Authorize chief clerk to advertise the following: 
i) Bids for Tax Bill Printing 

h) Add the following Vendors to the County List of Approved Vendors: 
i) Emergency Management 
(1) Rob Moore & Son Septic Service, LLC 

ii) ITS 
(1) Baker & Associates 

iii) Aging 
(1) Kellez Care Providers LLC 

iv) Commissioners 
(1) Synchronicity Recovery Foundation d/b/a Sync Recovery Community 
(2) Path to Peace 

 
Chairman Christy explained the budget adjustment reports. 
 
M-2025-292 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and 

carried to approve a 1-year extension, Option 2 with Securus Technologies in the amount of .21 per 
minute with a 67.9% commission, 20% video commission and digital mail at $2,340.00 per month as 
requested by the Correctional Facility. 

 
M-2025-293 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to execute a Lease Agreement with Jaime Loysen and James Passmore d/b/a Auto In Motion for 
the period 11/01/2025 through 10/31/2026 in the amount of $650.00 per month with an additional 
$1,100.00 to account for raise in property taxes to store confiscated vehicles to be paid by the Monroe 
County Drug Task Force as requested by the District Attorney. 

 
M-2025-294 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to approve additional payment of $320,000.00 from the Substance Abuse Education Demand 
Reduction Fund (SAEDRF) to assist during budget impasse due to the state budget not being approved by 
07/01/2025 as requested by the Carbon-Monroe-Pike Drug and Alcohol Commission. 

 
Chairman Christy explained this is the second extension of money to the Carbon-

Monroe-Pike Drug and Alcohol Commission due to the budget impasse at the state.  The Drug and 
Alcohol Commission will be applying for a loan through the PA State Treasury. 

 
M-2025-295 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Fiscal/Grants department: 
 

a) Authorize Grants Manager Ashley Kerrick to electronically submit the FY26 Local 
Share Account (LSA) Statewide Grant for the Office of Emergency Management 
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(OEM) Burn Building Door Replacement in the amount of $54,280.00 for the period 
TBD 

b) Approve Resolution authorizing John D. Christy, Chairman and David C. Parker, Vice-
Chairman as the officials to execute all documents and agreement pertaining to the 
FY26 LSA Statewide Grant for the OEM Burn Building (R-2025-12) 

 
M-2025-296 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Redevelopment Authority of Monroe 
County: 
 

a) Acknowledge receipt of the Financial Statement for year ending 12/31/2024 
b) Reappoint Todd Weitzmann to the Affordable Housing Board with a new term to 

expire 12/31/2029 
c) Approve the following Certifications, Resolutions and Documents for the FFY2025 

CDBG Application: 
i) General Application Certification 
ii) Disclosure Report 
iii) Resolution for Application Submission to DCED (R-2025-13) 
iv) Language Access Plan Certification 
v) Fair Housing Resolution (R-2025-14) 
vi) Section 504 Officer Designation (R-2025-15) 
vii) Program Plans and Policies for CDBG Entitlement Program (R-2025-16) 
viii) Cooperation Agreement – obo East Stroudsburg Borough 
ix) Cooperation Agreement – obo Stroudsburg Borough 
x) Lobbying Certification Form 
xi) Worker Protection and Investment Form 
xii) Force Account Certification 
xiii) Federal Funding Accountability & Transparency Act 

 
M-2025-297 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure and 

carried to approve the Capital Purchases Report dated 10/15/2025 as follows: 
 

 
 
M-2025-298 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to ratify the Computer Capital Purchases Report dated 10/15/2025 as follows: 
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 Vice-Chairman Parker announced the 24th Connecticut Militia Regiment Encampment 
will be at the Pocono Township Fire Company grounds located at 112 Municipal Lane Tannersville, PA on 
Saturday November 1, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00p.m.  A presentation called “Connecticut’s Claim and 
The History of Fort Hyndshaw” will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  The events are being held to 
celebrate America250PA. 

 
 Commissioner Laverdure stated also in honor of the America250PA celebration there will 

be a commemorative book presentation on Friday, October 24, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at the Monroe 
County Courthouse Plaza.  Representatives from the local schools and public libraries will be presented 
with the book called “K is for Keystone: A Pennsylvania Alphabet” 

 
 Chairman Christy asked if there was any public comment. 
 
 Nicholas Testaccio, read the following statement: 
 

Notice to Monroe County Commissioners 

 
My name is Nicholas Testaccio. As a veteran, having sworn an oath to the Constitution, I am a 

proponent for enforcing all its Powers and Prohibitions since it offers a strong moral check against the 

usurpations and arbitrary power of rulers. 

I'm here to provide public notice to Monroe County Commissioners in accordance with 

uses Rules of Civil Procedures as well as Rule 17 and 20 of the Supreme Court. 
The Constitution of the United States is the overarching requirement that every state must follow. 

States are not allowed to enact their own alternative legislation and substitute it for the guarantees 

of the Constitution. That would mean that this state's laws here in Pennsylvania supersede 

constitutional powers, and the guarantee of rights afforded to all citizens. That would simply be 

unlawful. 

Clause 1 of Amendment 5 states that no person shall be held to answer for a capitol or otherwise 

infamous crime unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury. Unfortunately, the state of 

Pennsylvania has enacted its own alternative legislation that substitutes and permits prosecuting 

attorney's and police officers to charge by information as opposed to indictment, and that is simply 

unlawful. It is unconstitutional. 

An emolument violation is when you pay a public official to commit a crime. There are two areas of 

the Constitution that reenforce this. 

First is Article I, Section 1O and that is where it says that no state shall impair the obligation of a 

contract. So your contracts with police officers, your prosecutors, your judges, they are all under 

contract to perform based on the oath or affirmation that they took to support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States of America. 

The second area that reenforces this issue in the Constitution regarding the Emolument violation in 

paying those officials to commit crimes is the Fourteenth Amendment and that is where it says that 

no state shall create or enforce any law that will abridge the privileges and immunities of United 

States citizens, or at a bare minimum, those that are enumerated in the Bill of Rights as the first Ten 

Amendments. These are not able to be impaired in anyway shape or form. 

I am here today to provide notice that you cannot continue to pay public officials to commit crimes 

against citizens of this state. Criminal sanctions can come from that. 

18 U.S.C. 242 - Deprivation of rights under color of law 

Whoever, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, willfully subjects any 

person in any State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District to the deprivation of any rights, 

privileges, or immunities secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or 

to different punishments, pains, or penalties, on account of such person being an alien, or by reason 

of his color, or race, than are prescribed for the punishment of citizens, shall be fined under this title 

or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and if bodily injury results from the acts committed 

in violation of this section or if such acts include the use, attempted use, or threatened use of a 

Jangerous weapon, explosives, or fire, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 

ten years, or both; and if death results from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such 

acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to commit 

aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned for any 

term of years or for life, or both, or may be sentenced to death. 
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18 U.S.C. 241 - Conspiracy against rights 

If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any person in any State, 

Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or 

privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his having so 

exercised the same; or 

If two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on the premises of another, with intent to 

prevent or hinder his free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured­ They shall be 

fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if death results from the 

acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, 

aggravated sexual abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, 

they shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may be 

sentenced to death. 

These are considered 'per se' crimes. We do not have to prove that they intended to breach their 

constitutional obligation simply by virtue of the breach all elements of the crime have been met 

because of their willingness in the promise that they make. 

As Commissioner's of this County, holding this public position with the authority delegated to you 

by the people of this County, you are liable for wrongful acts committed under your supervision. 

This Notice provides evidence that you have been made aware of a "wrongful act," for which you 

"hav[e] power to prevent." 

42 U.S.C. § 1986 -Action for neglect to prevent 

Every person who, having knowledge that any of the wrongs conspired to be done, and mentioned 

in section 1985 of this title, are about to be committed, and having power to prevent or aid in 

preventing the commission of the same, neglects or refuses so to do, if such wrongful act be 

committed, shall be liable to the party injured, or his legal representatives, for all damages caused 

by such wrongful act, which such person by reasonable diligence could have prevented; and such 

damages may be recovered in an action on the case; and any number of persons guilty of such 

wrongful neglect or refusal may be joined as defendants in the action; and if the death of any party 

be caused by any such wrongful act and neglect, the legal representatives of the deceased shall have 

such action therefor, and may recover not exceeding $5,000 damages therein, for the benefit of the 

widow of the deceased, if there be one, and if there be no widow, then for the benefit of the next of 

kin of the deceased. But no action under the provisions of this section shall be sustained which is not 

commenced within one year after the cause of action has accrued. 

Fifth Amendment 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 

presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 

the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 

for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 

case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 

of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

Article I, Section 10 - Powers Denied to the States 

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; 

coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of 

Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or 

grant any Title of Nobility. 

Fourteenth Amendment 

Section 1 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce 

any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any 

State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any 

person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

 

    End of Statement 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

 

       __________________________________ 

                                                                                                 Robert J. Gress, Chief Clerk/Administrator      

 

 

 

M-2025-285 through M-2025-298 

R-2025-12 through R-2025-16 


