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Former Board Member Roger McFadden 

Completed his Second Term in 2018 
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

The year of 2018 provided The Planning Commission staff the ability to begin a much needed infrastructure 

inventory and forthcoming plan for infrastructure for the county.  The Monroe County Commissioners hired 

Ken Brown as an Infrastructure consultant to provide guidance and much needed knowledge of sewer and   

water to facilitate conversations between neighboring municipalities and authorities.  His work concerning 

sewer and water will continue throughout 2019, and will be aided by the county’s first Infrastructure Planner, 

a position that is recommended within the Monroe County 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  I thank the County 

Commissioners for their support in prioritizing infrastructure of the county as an important goal for balancing 

the environment and economic development within the county. 

 

Collaborating with community partners has been and will continue to be an important goal of the Planning 

Commission staff.  From working with our partners by providing trail mapping for local non-profits to  

providing input to ESU for the annual Economic Summit or providing guidance to local municipal task forces, 

the staff is committed to implementing the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan and its Vision Statement, 

which it printed below. 

 

For the past two years the Planning Office has concentrated on providing GIS analysis to municipalities, land 

trusts and social service groups. For many years, the office concentrated on maps, but the analyzing of the  

information on the map is the magic of the GIS program.  The work completed by the staff utilizing GIS has 

provided community leaders with information to make meaningful decisions on land use within the county.  

This work has been led by George Basila, GIS Analyst of the Monroe County Planning Commission. He has 

provided the leadership necessary to move our office forward with a very powerful tool and with his thorough 

understanding of the GIS platform he has trained the rest of the staff to be able to analyze data in a more     

scientific and concise way.   After 24 years with the county, he has made the decision to leave and move to 

New York to reside with his newly wedded wife. George leaves behind a legacy of map making and data  

analysis that has helped make Monroe County a better place to live work and play.  We wish him well. 

The Monroe 2030 Vision Statement 

  

“The citizens of Monroe County will continue 

working together to sustain and improve our 

quality of life by insuring that the County’s en-

vironmental, economic, and cultural assets are 

within reach of all its people.” 

Christine Meinhart- Fritz, Director 



 

 

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM UPDATE 

A variety of projects occurred utilizing the Planning Commission 

staff’s GIS resources.  The County Planning Commission continued 

to provide technical assistance to several municipalities that have 

been required to engage in the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

(MS4) program. Currently the staff is assisting municipalities with 

their Pollution Reduction Plan mapping, as required by the         

program.   

  

The Delaware Water Gap Sidewalk Inventory and Conditions     

Report was a result of cooperation between our staff and a borough 

representative. Staff members surveyed and inventoried the        

borough’s existing sidewalk infrastructure using county aerial    

photography, and collected data in the field using an ArcGIS Online 

Collector App. The resultant report and analysis will be presented to 

the Borough Council in 2019, in the interest of attaining grant   

monies for pedestrian improvements. 

  

In addition to incorporating GIS analysis and presentation into their 

normal course of work, staff has also developed an ArcGIS Online 

Story Map, the “Levee Loop Trail & Brodhead Creek Greenway 

Virtual Tour”.  This online interactive map showcases a prime    

example of one of the county’s recreation corridors, with the virtual tour providing eighteen highlights along 

this scenic trail network.  This story map can be accessed at https://arcg.is/15Ciue0.   
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Levee Loop Trail Story Map 

Sidewalk Inventory and Conditions in 

Delaware Water Gap Borough 

https://arcg.is/15Ciue0
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT AND REVIEWS  
  

During 2018, the municipalities in Monroe County issued a total of 170 permits for new single family homes.  

The average price in 2018 for homes sold was $296,373, a strong increase from 2017 when the average price 

was $239,858.   

2018 NEW BUILDING PERMITS SUBMITTED PLANS FOR 2018 

MUNICIPALITY TOTAL 

BARRETT 3 

CHESTNUTHILL 8 

COOLBAUGH 26 

DELAWARE WATER GAP 1 

EAST STROUDSBURG 0 

ELDRED 1 

HAMILTON 7 

JACKSON 5 

MIDDLE SMITHFIELD 16 

MOUNT POCONO 1 

PARADISE 0 

POCONO 10 

POLK 8 

PRICE 15 

ROSS 7 

SMITHFIELD 9 

STROUD 21 

STROUDSBURG 0 

TOBYHANNA 26 

TUNKHANNOCK 6 

TOTAL 170 

The Monroe County Planning Commission collaborated with the 

Brodhead Watershed Association to provide spatial analysis for “a 

tool for municipal officials and open space planners to help       

determine lands most important to protecting water quality and 

quantity.”  The “Plan for Clean Water” was finalized and       

completed in 2018, and is intended to encourage establishing    

permanent land protection efforts in Monroe County by offering 

science-based water protection information.  

  

The final reports and associated maps offer elected officials a    

variety of resource-based information to help facilitate the         

prioritization of land within their respective municipalities. They 

identify land that will provide the most benefit for groundwater 

and surface water protection goals of each municipality. More   

information regarding this can be found at 

www.brodheadwatershed.org/PlanforCleanWater.html  

  

Minor  

Subdivisions 

Major  

Subdivisions 
LDPs 

Barrett Township 1 0 1 

Chestnuthill Township 2 0 1 

Coolbaugh Township 13 0 2 

Delaware Water Gap Borough 0 0 0 

East Stroudsburg Borough 0 0 2 

Eldred Township 1 0 0 

Hamilton Township 3 0 0 

Jackson Township 1 0 0 

Middle Smithfield Township 0 0 5 

Mount Pocono Borough 0 0 0 

Paradise Township 0 0 1 

Pocono Township 2 0 5 

Polk Township 9 0 1 

Price Township 2 0 0 

Ross Township 2 0 0 

Smithfield Township 1 0 1 

Stroud Township 3 0 2 

Stroudsburg Borough 0 0 0 

Tobyhanna Township 2 0 2 

Tunkhannock Township 2 0 1 

Total 44 0 24 

http://www.brodheadwatershed.org/PlanforCleanWater.html
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Razing of the East Stroudsburg Kmart 

Non-residential development continued at a steady pace in 2018. Notable developments being proposed include 

a new six story student center at East Stroudsburg University, an over half-million s.f. warehouse/distribution 

center in Tobyhanna Township, a 27,000 s.f. new pavilion at Mounty Airy Resort and Casino, two 40 unit   

apartment buildings in Pocono Township, and numerous other proposed development projects.  

Ardent Mills near Mount Pocono 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS FOR 2018 

A number of amendments to municipal Zoning and      

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinances were    

reviewed in 2018.  These two ordinances are the        

mechanism for townships and boroughs to regulate land 

use.  All 20 municipalities in the county have their own 

Zoning and Subdivision and Land Developments           

Ordinances.  The following are some of the more notable 

amendments that have been submitted in the previous 

year.   

 

Planned Commercial Recreation and Entertainment      

District created - Tobyhanna Township 

 

Signage Ordinance Update - Pocono Township 

 

Medical Marijuana Provisions - Pocono Township, Stroud 

Township, Stroudsburg Borough 

 

Comprehensive Plan Update - East Stroudsburg Borough 

 

Consumer Fireworks - Paradise and Tobyhanna Township 

 

This chart is a breakdown of proposed ordinance     

amendments the MCPC reviewed in 2018. 

  
Zoning SALDO 

Barrett Township 0 0 

Chestnuthill Township 0 0 

Coolbaugh Township 5 0 

Delaware Water Gap  0 0 

East Stroudsburg Borough 0 0 

Eldred Township 0 0 

Hamilton Township 1 0 

Jackson Township 0 0 

Middle Smithfield  2 0 

Mount Pocono Borough 2 0 

Paradise Township 0 0 

Pocono Township 4 2 

Polk Township 1 1 

Price Township 0 0 

Ross Township 0 0 

Smithfield Township 2 0 

Stroud Township 3 0 

Stroudsburg Borough 5 0 

Tobyhanna Township 10 1 

Tunkhannock Township 0 0 

Total 35 4 



 

 

NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
  

In 2018, the MCPC reviewed 24 Land Development Plans (LDPs).  It should be noted that LDPs are  

proposals and do not reflect municipal approval or non-approval status.  It should also be noted that proposed 

additions to existing structures are included within the overall list.  The following is a compilation of details 

for the proposed non-residential projects for 2018. 
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Municipality  Project Name Land Use Description Project Details 

Barrett Cong. Ohr Menachem Institutional Religious 616 SQFT Addition 

Chestnuthill Heller’s Gas Commercial Bulk Fuel Sales 
Expansion: 4,760 SQFT Structure and 6

-additional tanks 

Coolbaugh Food Express Dunkin Donuts Commercial Fuel/Retail Sales 
Reconfiguration: Adding Dunkin Drive-

Through 

Coolbaugh Dollar General Commercial Retail Sales 9,100 SQFT Structure 

East Stroudsburg ESU Keystone Center Institutional Student Center 45,770 SQFT (6-Story) Structure 

East Stroudsburg Pocono Plaza Commercial Shopping Center 
Reconfiguration: Structure Rehab and 

Adding Gas Pumps 

Middle Smithfield Meglino Landscaping  Commercial Landscaping Services Reconfiguration: Parking 

Middle Smithfield Lake of the Pines  Community Maintenance Garage 
3,888 SQFT HOA Maintenance Build-

ing 

Middle Smithfield MST Cultural Center Community Community Center 10,000 SQFT Structure 

Middle Smithfield Dollar General Commercial Retail Sales 9,100 SQFT Structure 

Middle Smithfield Pocono Springs Camp Commercial Camp/Recreation 
Expansion: 2,000 SQFT admin building 

& 4,000 SQFT Gym 

Paradise Mt. Airy Casino Pavilion Commercial Resort 27,000 SQFT Structure 

Pocono Camelback Mountain Lodge Commercial Resort 
Internal renovations and site improve-

ments 

Pocono Turkey Hill Mini Market Commercial Fuel/Retail Sales 
Reconfiguration: Internal renovations 

and parking 

Pocono Tannersville Point Apts Multi-Family Luxury Apartments  
Two (2) 4-story apartment structures 

(80 units total) 

Pocono Pocono Logistics Commercial Shipping/Trucking 
Reconfiguration: Formalizing as built 

assets 

Pocono Ardent Mills Grain Silos Industrial Raw Grain Materials Expansion: three (3) 110' Grain Silos 

Polk American Lobster Commercial Food Service 4,850 SQFT Structure 

Smithfield M. Chaudhry Garage Commercial Auto Repair/Garage Reconfiguration: Parking 

Stroud Medical Office Building Medical Medical Offices 18,563 SQFT Structure 

Stroud Stroud Real Estate, Inc. Medical Medical Offices 6,882 SQFT (2-Story) Structure 

Tobyhanna New Ventures Park Lot 110 Industrial Warehouse/Distribution 510,510 SQFT Structure 

Tobyhanna Blakeslee Storage King Commercial Self-Storage 
three (3) 4,200 SQFT Storage Struc-

tures 

Tunkhannock Pocono Organics Commercial Greenhouse/Nursery 
108,000 SQFT greenhouse and 30,000 

SQFT Main Structure 
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2018 ECONOMIC SUMMIT AT EAST STROUDSBURG UNIVERSITY 

Last September, East Stroudsburg University hosted the sixth annual Pocono Mountains Economic Summit to 

provide elected officials, civic leaders, and the business community an overview of the economic outlook for 

Monroe County. Speakers included County Commissioners John Moyer and John Christy, Edward Morrison of 

Purdue University, and Randall Pinkett of BCT Partners. Topics included the concept of ‘Strategic Doing’ in 

which attendees broke into groups to select local economic issues and opportunities and identify the concrete       

incremental steps and individuals needed to address them in a timely, deadline driven manner.  Another major 

topic included highlighting the value of promoting entrepreneurship, fostering innovation, and attracting        

diversity for the economic future of the area. The Economic Scorecard was also presented to illustrate and track 

economic trends over the last five years in comparison to surrounding counties. The specific categories included            

employment, earnings, healthcare, education and others.  

2018 Economic Summit at East Stroudsburg University  

In April of 2018, the federal government approved Opportunity Zones 

throughout the country. Opportunity zones are economic development tools 

designed to spur investment in destressed communities. Specifically, the 

program is designed to allow investors to reinvest capital gains without tax 

penalty on properties that are located within designated opportunity zones. 

In Monroe County, the entire borough of Stroudsburg has been awarded 

this designation.  This is to create a new asset class of property to promote 

economic growth and redevelopment within the community.  Specifically, 

investors can defer tax on prior gains invested in a Qualified Opportunity 

Fund. This is a long term investment fund. For example, it allows for up to 

a 10% exclusion of deferred gains after 5 years, and 15% exclusion after 7 years. While the Borough of 

Stroudsburg is the only local municipality designated as an opportunity zone, legislation to add or change 

these areas may be forthcoming, depending on the program’s success.  

FEDERAL OPPORTUNITY ZONES 

Overall, Monroe 

County dropped  

slightly in rankings, 

while others decreased 

more significantly. 

The Economic Summit 

is held annually and 

will continue to offer a 

forum for the          

discussion of new   

ideas and to review 

past trends to forecast 

the economic future of 

Monroe County.  
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In February of last year, the 

Monroe County Commissioners 

approved the hiring of  a      

consultant to work with the 

Planning Commission to       

develop an infrastructure plan 

for the county. Recognizing the 

need for compiling an            

inventory and having sound  

recommendations for smart and 

strategic development of county 

infrastructure resources, Ken 

Brown, former director of the 

Brodhead Creek Regional     

Authority (BCRA) was awarded 

the  contract.  

 

Mr. Brown brings substantial local and professional knowledge of county infrastructure and is working  

closely with the Planning Commission to facilitate infrastructure planning.  The Planning Commission, along 

with Mr. Brown, reached out to each municipality in order to discuss the efforts surrounding infrastructure 

planning.  The majority of the municipalities within the County responded, resulting in numerous one-on-one 

and multi-municipal meetings; this includes a presentation given to the Chestnuthill, Jackson, Eldred, Ross, 

and Polk Township (CJERP) Regional Planning Committee. Future efforts include facilitating multi-

municipal infrastructure planning and continuing the collection and assessment of infrastructure data points 

for use within Geographic Information systems.   

Bridge Replacement over the Paradise Creek 

INFRASTRUCTUE PLANNING 

Brodhead Creek Regional Authority Stroudsburg Waste Water Treatment Plant 
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ROADWAY FUNCTIONAL RECLASSIFICATION 

Last February, staff of the Northeast Pennsylvania Alliance Metropolitan Planning Organization (NEPA 

MPO) met with the County Planning Commission to discuss the functional reclassification of state roads and 

highways throughout Monroe County.  Raising or lowering the classification of a roadway may affect        

construction, design and maintenance standards, as well as funding sources. Due to the significant growth to 

the area since the last reclassification, numerous updates were found to be necessary.  Over several months, a 

total of roughly 40 changes were proposed, the most in the four-county NEPA region to date. NEPA MPO and 

the Monroe County Planning Commission will be meeting with PennDOT representatives in early 2019 to  

present the findings before final state and federal approval is granted. 

Interactive Map of Proposed Road Reclassification (Left: Existing/Right: Proposed) 

Throughout the previous year, work continued on the I-80 reconstruction project which pertains to some of the 

oldest sections of the Interstate Highway System.  PennDOT and the Federal Highway Administration are     

cooperating and in conjunction with Northeast Pennsylvania Alliance to address the outdated and deteriorating 

section of Interstate 80 west of the New Jersey border.  The project’s design phase is still being completed, with 

efforts focused on minimizing property impacts to local communities, particularly within the Stroudsburg area. 

This has been a primary concern among residents and local leaders.  Several informational meeting were held, 

including public forums to garner local input. As of now, this section of the highway reconstruction will feature 

a three-lane build to expand capacity and improve safety.  The project is anticipated to have a three year       

construction period  beginning in 2022.  

INTERSTATE 80 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

Proposed Alternative for Interstate 80 Reconstruction Project 



 

 

The MCPC provides traffic count services in response to municipal requests.  Traffic information recorded 

consists of counts which measure the speed, interval, and classification for each vehicle.  The table below 

shows the data for traffic counts conducted during the past year.   

2018 TRAFFIC COUNTS 
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Start Date Municipality  Road Name Total Count ADT 

10/17/18 Chestnuthill Twp Rising Hill Dr 279 40 

10/17/18 Chestnuthill Twp White Birch Dr 421 60 

5/25/2018 Delaware Water Gap Bor Main St 16,319 3,264 

5/25/2018 Delaware Water Gap Bor Main St 27,695 5,539 

10/2/2018 East Stroudsburg Bor Prospect St 65,012 9,287 

10/2/2018 East Stroudsburg Bor Business Route 209 102,190 14,599 

10/2/2018 East Stroudsburg Bor East Brown St 57,641 8,234 

10/2/2018 East Stroudsburg Bor Crystal St 28,722 4,103 

7/31/2018 Middle Smithfield Twp Upper Lakeview Dr 2,742 392 

7/31/2018 Middle Smithfield Twp Upper Lakeview Dr 2,233 319 

6/6/2018 Paradise Twp Red Rock Rd 3,588 513 

6/6/2018 Paradise Twp Paradise Valley Rd 38,349 5,478 

6/6/2018 Paradise Twp SR 191 19,298 2,757 

6/6/2018 Paradise Twp Paradise Valley Rd 47,519 6,788 

5/15/2018 Polk Twp Smith Rd 3,605 515 

5/15/2018 Polk Twp Smith Rd 2,447 350 

8/31/2018 Polk Twp Floyd Dr 1,392 199 

8/31/2018 Polk Twp Floyd Dr 1,328 190 

7/12/2018 Ross Twp Mt. Eaton Rd 1,353 193 

7/12/2018 Ross Twp Ross Rd 1,385 198 

6/20/2018 Smithfield Twp Seven Bridge Rd 54,018 7,717 

6/20/2018 Smithfield Twp SR 402 43,997 6,285 

7/12/2018 Smithfield Twp Marshalls Creek Rd 27,662 3,952 

7/12/2018 Stroud Twp Wooddale Rd 29,043 4,149 

8/17/2018 Stroud Twp Mill Creek Rd 49,244 7,035 

8/17/2018 Stroud Twp Brushy Mountain Rd 30,269 4,324 

8/17/2018 Stroud Twp Chipperfield Dr 40,063 5,723 

8/17/2018 Stroud Twp Fawn Rd 20,000 2,857 
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EASTBURG 2025 

Last March, the Borough of East Stroudsburg adopted 

an updated Comprehensive Plan, entitled Eastburg 

2025. This plan is the culmination of over a year of 

work, research, and community outreach. It provides a 

guide for future growth within the borough, with an 

emphasis on improving the downtown area, economic 

development, multimodal transportation, housing,  

community character, recreation, and numerous other 

aspects of life within the borough. This plan differs 

from other more generalized comprehensive plans, as it 

offers a set of specific reachable goals rather than   

overarching prescriptions for growth. This includes  

redevelopment suggestions for a number of selected 

neighborhoods as well as a step by step guide on   

reaching these goals.  

 

Since its adoption, an informal Task Force has been 

meeting twice a month, charged with implementing the 

plan and its vision.  A Request For Proposal (RFP) has 

been issued for a market study to be performed to better 

understand the economic opportunities and trends that 

would play a role in changing the zoning ordinance and 

map to better facilitate positive development. The market study has been awarded to Place Dynamics and it is 

likely to be completed early this year.  The end result of the market study will inform the decision making  

process of Borough Council Members and other agencies involved in economic development.   

 

 

A new position is also to be created to oversee     

economic development in the Borough, and          

applications for an Economic Development          

Coordinator are currently being reviewed. The     

position will act as liaison between the Borough and 

the business community in an effort to promote    

attractive and successful economic expansion.    

Moving forward, the Eastburg 2025 Comprehensive 

Plan will act as the framework for a prosperous    

future for Borough residents, workers, and visitors.  

Conceptual Redevelopment Design for the Triangle Site 

Targeted Redevelopment Areas within the Borough 
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In 2018, the County Planning Commission made outreach to 

a group of municipalities in order to reestablish a regional 

planning group to update their outdated comprehensive plan. 

The Townships of Hamilton, Stroud, Pocono, and      

Stroudsburg Borough make up the HSPS Regional Planning 

Group, and municipal representatives met over the past year 

to begin the process of modernizing the overall guiding  

planning document to reflect current trends and needs. A 

memorandum of understanding was signed and adopted by 

all component municipalities to work together in undergoing 

this task. Next, a survey will be conducted to gain local input 

on assessing community needs and opinion. This work will 

continue throughout 2019.  

REGIONAL PLANNING GROUPS 

Example Signage for Open Space Properties 

Photo Credit: PoconoMountains.com 

As the winter snows melt away, residents and visitors      

immediately notice an abundance of roadside trash emerge, 

disrupting the scenic perception of the Poconos.  Last 

spring, the Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau launched the 

anti-littering campaign ‘Pick Up the Poconos.’ Volunteers 

from around the county were organized to collect roadside 

trash along major travel corridors. On September 29th, over 

300 hundred volunteers picked up over 700 bags of garbage, 

nearly 4 tons. This event is anticipated to continue into the 

future in order to keep the natural landscape attractive and 

clean for residents and tourists alike.   

PICK UP THE POCONOS 

CJERP Regional Planning Group 

The CJERP Planning Committee is another regional planning 

group within Monroe County. The Group is comprised of 

Chestnuthill, Jackson, Eldred, Ross, and Polk Townships. The 

group meets monthly to discuss issues that affect the West End 

region of the county by pooling resources and local knowledge 

to effectively address these concerns. In 2018 a major topic of 

discussion was exploring the creation of a regional Emergency 

Operations Center within Chestnuthill Township. Funding and 

technical details are still in discussion and will continue in 

2019. CJERP has been the most active regional planning group 

in the county over the past several years and serve as a model 

for the creation and operation of multi-municipal planning 

groups within the county.  

HSPS Regional Planning Group 
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Stroud Region Trail Gap Analysis  

In 2018 the Monroe County Planning Commission continued 

the partnership with Stroud Region Open Space and          

Recreation Commission to conduct a Trail Gap Analysis of 

the Stroud Greenway. Though data collection and mapping, 

planning commission staff have identified areas where gaps 

exist throughout the region.  The final study will identify    

priority projects and outline an implantation strategy for trail 

connections. 

 

Upper Brodhead and Paradise Trail Feasibility Study  

In November of 2018, the County Planning Commission    

partnered with the Brodhead Watershed Authority to study the 

feasibility of a trail along the Upper Brodhead and Paradise 

Creeks to connect the ForeverGreen Nature Preserve to the 

historic Cresco Mountain Train Station. Planning staff has  

assisted in data collection and has completed preliminary 

mapping for this project. The final study will delineate       

preferred and alternative routes and make recommendations 

for funding and development of the trial.  

Brodhead Creek Trail System 

Liberty - Water Gap/911 Trail Planning Tour - April  

The Monroe County Planning Commission partnered with the Liberty-Water Gap Trail: PA Extension       

Alliance to host a regional tour for members of the September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance. The 

tour highlighted protected lands along the emerging LWG and 911 trail routes; focusing on formalizing the 

trail systems and seeking opportunities for potential connecter and spur trails.  

 

Eastern PA Trails and Greenway Summit - October  

The Monroe County Planning Commission participated in the planning for the 

Eastern PA Trails and Greenway Summit held at Steel Stacks in Bethlehem. 

Planning Commission staff partnered with the Stroud Region Open Space and 

Recreation Commission and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to host a mobile 

workshop focused on current trial initiatives in Cherry Valley and Stroud    

Region while highlighting potential connections into the emerging countywide 

greenway system.  

 

Public Events 

The Monroe County Planning Commission participated in two community 

events in 2018. The Earth Day Celebration in the spring was hosted by the Monroe County Conservation  

District. The Get Outdoors PA Festival was held in the fall, hosted by Senator Mario Scavello in partnership 

with Stroud Region Open Space & Recreation Commission. Staff engaged members of the public to provide 

information on access to open space properties while highlighting the county’s open space initiatives. 

OPEN SPACE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 
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September of 2018 marked the deadline for      

projects funded through Category 1 Mini Grants 

of the 2017 Open Space Development Grant. The 

following projects were completed and reimbursed 

throughout the year.   

 

Pocono Creek Wild Trout Habitat and Public    

Access Improvements 

Monroe County Contribution $13,000; Total   

Project Cost $55,000 

The Brodhead Chapter of Trout Unlimited along 

with Pocono Heritage Land Trust partnered to   

improve wild trout habitat along 3,500 feet of   

Pocono Creek and formalize parking for both the 

Learn and Pocono Preserves.  

Zach’s Pond Softball Field Rehab 

 Monroe County Contribution $10,558; Total Project Cost $21,116 

Stroud Region Open Space and Recreation Commission in partnership with East Stroudsburg Area School     

District worked to relocate and rehabilitate the softball field at Zacharias Pond. The field was brought up to    

regulation standards and will now serve as the home field to the East Stroudsburg High South JV Softball Team.   

 

Chestnuthill Township Park Basketball and Accessible Trail Rehabilitation  

Monroe County Contribution $20,000; Total Project Cost $41,282 

Chestnuthill Township upgraded the township park’s existing basketball court by replacing the nets, realigning 

the fencing, resurfacing the court, and adding timed energy efficient lighting. The existing ADA accessible trail 

was resurfaced and brought up to ADA standards with the addition of pull offs. The project also included the  

addition of ADA accessible parking for both facilities. 

 

Tobyhanna Township:  WB&E Rail Trail Project, 

Parking Lot: 

Monroe County Contribution $20,000; Total Project 

Cost $41,219 

Tobyhanna Township made access improvements to 

the former WB&E Trail, adjacent to Pocono Mountain 

West High School, with the addition of a public     

parking lot. The project also included installation of a 

trailhead, signage, landscaping and a Monarch 

Waystation.  Phase 2 plans are underway to formalize 

a 1.7 mile trail on the former rail bed.  

OPEN SPACE MINI GRANTS 

Pocono Creek Rehabilitation 

Wild Trout Habitat Improvements 
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The Monroe County Commissioners 

certified $70,000 to the Commonwealth 

to facilitate the Farmland Preservation 

Program in 2018. Through a 6:1 match 

of approximately $438,000, the       

Commonwealth increased the            

agricultural protection funds in Monroe 

County to over a half-million dollars. 

Nine applications were received and 

evaluated by the Planning commission 

staff, of which four are expected to be 

preserved.  

To ensure that preserved farms continue 

to operate in a manner conducive to   

agricultural production and agricultural 

activities, staff from the Monroe County 

Planning Commission and Monroe 

County Conservation District jointly 

conducted annual inspections of the 115 

preserved farms. Inspections afforded 

staff the opportunity to talk to owners 

and provide information to them       

concerning conservation practices where 

needed.  

Since the inception of the program, 

Monroe County has preserved 116 

farms, which equates to over 7,900 acres 

of preserved farmland.  

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION 

Township Number of Farms Acres Funding 

Polk 33 2,061 $4,078,070 

Chestnuthill 18 1,220 $3,516,037 

Eldred 18 1,199 $4,094,407 

Ross 11 830 $2,097,740 

Hamilton 16 1,287 $3,988,782 

Jackson 11 817 $2,021,308 

Stroud 6 349 $925,642 

Pocono 1 34 $604,440 

Tunkhannock 1 114 $228,808 

Tobyhanna 1 24 $67,760 

Total 116 7,936 $21,622,997 

From the inception of the Readdressing Project in 2010, the 

hired consultant, L.R. Kimball estimated at the time the project 

should expect approximately 10,000 calls for address              

assignments or corrections. As of today, the project call log    

status is 25,659 calls and continues to rise with approximately 

1,250 entered for 2018. The majority of the incoming calls are 

now related to receiving a copy of the original Address           

Notification Mailer. The project is also responsible for assigning 

addresses for all new construction. The original objective of the 

project was extremely successful: that being the addressing    

system and signage has reduced response time of emergency 

providers in dire times of emergencies. 

E-911 READDRESSING 

Kuhenbeaker Farm, Polk Township 

Sample Readdressing Form 
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VECTOR CONTROL PROGRAM 

 
Monroe County had the rainiest season seen in many years. Normal yearly rainfall measuring around 40  

inches reached 70 inches in 2018. This allowed mosquitoes to breed prolifically while increasing disease   

infection rates across the state. Pennsylvania experienced 115 Human cases of West Nile Virus (WNV), 8 

Deaths from WNV, and 13 viremic WNV donors. This is a substantial increase from previous years. Despite 

the massive spike in viral infection statewide, Monroe County maintained the same number of positive pools 

as 2017. We attribute this success to aggressive and well planned  

pre-treatment and in-season control of key areas, intense           

surveillance, and excellent support and supply replenishment from 

the Planning Commission and the Department of Environmental 

Protection. Vector Control responded to over 70 residential     

complaints (nearly tripled from 2017), most concerning massive 

populations of mosquitoes. 50 control events were performed; 10 

of which were adult sprays and the rest being organic, bacterial 

larval treatments. Several large public events were pre-treated, as 

well as areas that would see an influx of recreational activity.   

Monroe County Vector Control collected around 13,000          

mosquitoes for testing in-season, in which 24 WNV positive pools 

of mosquitoes were found.  

 

Two human cases of WNV were reported in 2018, and a number 

of dead birds were encountered, most attributed to WNV. 350   

insects were collected for Zika testing, in which no Zika activity 

was found. A small trial study was implemented in the Cranberry Bog and Hamilton Swamp to test for    

Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), and there was no high occurrence of the species which vector that       

disease. Vector Control would like to repeat the EEE study every few years to form a standard for quantities 

in this area, as New England has seen the damaging effects of a rise in EEE recently, and it is uncertain what 

factors are preventing similar effects in our area.   

 

Vector Control received an additional $3000 from the DEP to 

implement a tick collection in April and November of 2019 to 

test for species and Lyme disease prevalence. Also, throughout 

the year the progression of the Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma 

delicatula) has been monitored. This invasive pest entered our 

area early last year adding the county to the quarantine list.   

Efforts are being made to stay up to date and remain ready to 

collaborate with any control or research opportunities with state 

federal agencies.  

 

Vector Control is always committed to a consistent, zero       

human infection rate, and this will continue in 2019.  

Vector Control Table at Get Outdoors PA Festival 

Mosquito Trap 



 

 

WATER QUALITY 2018 

 

The 2018 Water Quality study occurred from April 11th to April 26th and included 38 sites throughout the 

County. Site locations were chosen based on frequent occurrence, infrequent occurrence, nonexistent data, and 

recent development. 

 

Field Chemistry Sampling: The following parameters were measured and stored using HANNA Instruments- 

Multiparameter HI 9829 with a Multiparameter Probe 7609829 field meter and recorded on standard data 

forms: pH, Temperature, D.O.   Concentration, D.O. %, and Conductivity.   

 

 

Macroinvertebrate Sampling: At each site, macroinvertebrates were  

collected using 12” D-frame nets that were held on the stream bottom. 

The collector thoroughly disturbed the stream bottom to dislodge any  

macroinvertebrates from the substrate. This process was repeated 6 times 

for Riffle/Run streams and 10 times for Multihabitat streams. 

 

Laboratory Chemistry Testing: The following table shows water    

chemistry parameters that were tested by Microbac Laboratories in the 

analysis of the stream samples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Planning Commission’s commitment to     

preserving the integrity of Monroe County’s water 

resources is long standing. The Annual Water 

Quality study has been conducted since 1985. The 

Conservation District, MCPC, Pinchot Institute, 

Microbac Laboratories, and Aquatic Resources 

Consulting helped to complete the 2018study. 

 

 

The 2018 Water Quality Report is currently being 

finalized and will be available on the county  

website in the near future. 
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Field Chemistry Testing Equipment 

Macroinvertebrate Sampling 

Laboratory Testing Parameters 

Total Organic Carbon (TOC) Nitrate-Nitrate as N Hardness 

Aluminum, Total Alkalinity to pH 4.5 Chloride 

Calcium, Total Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) pH 

Iron, Total Phosphorus - Total as P Nitrogen, Total as N (Calc) 

Magnesium, Total Biochemical Oxygen Demand Ammonia as N 



 

 

 
2019 AGRICULTURAL 

LAND PRESERVATION 
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Glenn Beers, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice-Chairman 
Russell Gould 
Mark Green 

Carl Heckman 
Mark Heckman 
Robert Serfass 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For further information, please contact the  
Monroe County Planning Commission 

1 Quaker Plaza, Room 106 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
Phone (570) 517-3100 

Fax (570) 517-3858 
mcpc@monroecountypa.gov 
www.monroecountypa.gov 

2019 OPEN SPACE  
ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Anne Sincavage, Chairman 
Dr. Elaine Rogers, Vice-Chairman 

Frank Allen 
Susan Cooper 

John Ferro 
Pauline Fox 

Dawn Gorham 
Robert Lovenheim 

Don Miller 
Ann Pilcher 

Barbara Dolhansky 
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Christine Meinhart-Fritz, Director 
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Former Board Member Roger McFadden 

Completed his Second Term in 2018 




