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The following is a list of changes in the MCPC Board during 2015: 
Merlyn Clarke completed his second term in December. 
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

The year of 2015 saw a number of successes and new initiatives.  The formal adoption of the updated Monroe 
2030 Comprehensive Plan in January was a major accomplishment for the Planning Commission, one that was 
the culmination of years of effort and outreach.  As seen in the original Monroe 2020 Comprehensive Plan, 
and then ten years later the making of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update, fostering partnerships has  
become the most important method in promoting positive growth and development within the County.  These 
relationships are crucial to achieving the vision statement of the Comprehensive Plan.  One such example of 
these essential partnerships was seen in facilitating the expansion of the CJER Regional Planning Group to  
include the addition of Polk Township.  The Planning Commission also strengthened ties with the Pocono 
Mountains Economic Development Corporation in an effort to duplicate the same success of the County’s 
Open Space Program with Economic Development.   
 
The creation of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) provided another opportunity for developing  
partnerships, not just with local agencies such as the Monroe County Transit Authority, but also with the other 
three member counties that comprise the new Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Working together, with 
extensive input received through contacts with our municipalities, Monroe County provided a significant 
amount of data that resulted in additional transportation projects becoming part of the LRTP.   
 
Moving forward into 2016, we at the Planning Commission are excited about further developing these  
relationships to better coordinate for the future of Monroe County.  It is our hope to have numerous groups, 
agencies, and especially the municipalities themselves, come together on a number of projects.  Developing 
WebGIS applications, implementing the Hazard Mitigation Plan, creating a roadway taskforce for  
implementing the LRTP, improving recreation opportunities, preserving farmland, and monitoring water  
quality will all rely on the strong partnerships that have been cultivated throughout the past years.  Achieving 
these example projects as we move through 2016 is only possible thanks to the cooperation and involvement of 
the dedicated citizens and officials of Monroe County. 
 
The staff of the Monroe County Planning Commission looks forward to building on the successes of the past 
in order to ensure success in the future.   

 

           

         Christine Meinhart-Fritz 

         Director 
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ADOPTION OF THE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN - MONROE 2030 

 
In early 2015, the Monroe County 
Commissioners formally adopted the 
updated County Comprehensive 
Plan.  Titled “Monroe 2030,” the 
plan lays out the goals for land use 
and growth for the next 10 years.  
The document provides detailed 
background information and  
emerging trends within the County.  
It also includes an outline of policy 
positions as a roadmap for the future 
along with implementation tools for 
the plan’s recommendations.   
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Future Land Use Plan Schematic Map 

 
Included as part of the Monroe 2030 Update, an Open Space and  
Recreation Plan and an Economic Development Implementation Plan 
were also formally adopted in January.  These documents will serve to 
facilitate the goals of the Comprehensive Plan Update in an effort to  
balance both economic development and natural resource preservation 
and conservation. 
 

The Monroe 2030 Vision Statement: 
  
“The citizens of Monroe County will continue working 
together to sustain and improve our quality of life by 
insuring that the County’s environmental, economic, 
and cultural assets are within reach of all its people.” 

Efforts are underway to realize the goals of these plans, with 
focus on developing and linking already purchased open 
space properties and creating an executive committee to  
encourage business growth and expansion.   
  
The Comprehensive Plan Update, Economic Development 
Implementation Plan, and the Open Space, Greenway, & 
Recreation Plan are available on the County website at 
http://www.monroecountypa.gov/Dept/Planning/Pages/
Plans.aspx 

http://www.monroecountypa.gov/Dept/Planning/Pages/Plans.aspx
http://www.monroecountypa.gov/Dept/Planning/Pages/Plans.aspx


 

 

LOCAL ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION TAX ASSISTANCE  
In May of 2015, Middle Smithfield Township  
approved the creation of a Local Economic  
Revitalization Tax Assistance (LERTA) zone in all its 
commercial and industrial zones.  LERTA approval 
was subsequently approved by both the county and 
the school district in order to spur economic growth 
and investment.  Business and industry are now able 
to take advantage of this tax abatement incentive by 
applying through the LERTA program.  Specifically, 
a business utilizing this program receives zero tax  
assessment that increases 20 percent for the next 5 
years until tax is fully assessed.  The goal is to attract 
new business and foster improvement and expansion 
of existing commercial ventures, resulting in job creation and a larger economic base to offset the residential 
portion of the tax burden.  The Monroe County Planning Commission in association with the Pocono  
Mountains Economic Development Corporation assisted in the mapping for the project. 
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AND REVIEWS  
  

During 2015, the municipalities in Monroe County issued a total of 166 permits for new single family homes.  
The average price in 2015 for homes sold was $227,151, a slight increase from 2014 when the average price 
was $225,167.   

MUNICIPALITY TOTAL 
BARRETT 0 

CHESTNUTHILL 3 
COOLBAUGH 32 

DELAWARE WATER GAP 0 
EAST STROUDSBURG 1 

ELDRED 0 
HAMILTON 5 
JACKSON 3 

MIDDLE SMITHFIELD 16 
MOUNT POCONO 0 

PARADISE 2 
POCONO 18 

POLK 3 
PRICE 7 
ROSS 5 

SMITHFIELD 20 
STROUD 27 

STROUDSBURG 2 
TOBYHANNA 18 

TUNKHANNOCK 4 
TOTAL 166 

2015 NEW BUILDING PERMITS 

  
Minor        

Subdivisions 
Major         

Subdivisions 
LDPs 

Barrett Township 3 0 0 

Chestnuthill Township 1 0 2 

Coolbaugh Township 8 0 3 

Delaware Water Gap Borough 1 0 0 

East Stroudsburg Borough 0 0 2 

Eldred Township 0 0 0 

Hamilton Township 4 0 5 

Jackson Township 1 0 0 

Middle Smithfield Township 3 0 0 

Mount Pocono Borough 0 0 1 

Paradise Township 0 0 0 

Pocono Township 5 0 8 

Polk Township 6 0 0 

Price Township 0 0 0 

Ross Township 1 0 0 

Smithfield Township 6 1 3 

Stroud Township 2 0 5 

Stroudsburg Borough 3 0 0 

Tobyhanna Township 1 0 1 

Tunkhannock Township 0 0 2 

TOTAL 45 1 32 

    

SUBMITTED PLANS FOR 2015 



 

 

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TOURISM SECTOR 

5 

Inside the Soft-Opening of Kalahari Conference Center and Resort 

The County  saw the opening of two major waterparks in 2015.  Kalahari Conference Center and Resort and 
Aquatopia at Camelback both produced a record year for hotel occupancy and tourism revenue, one of the 
most significant sectors of the County’s economy.  Together, a number of other similar such resorts are   
working to rebrand the Poconos from the ‘honeymoon capital’ to a more family oriented tourist destination.   

2015 ECONOMIC SUMMIT AT EAST STROUDSBURG UNIVERSITY 

In September, the third annual Pocono Mountains Economic Summit 
was held at East Stroudsburg University.  The Summit provided a glance 
into the economic trends within Monroe County and explored ‘outside 
the box’ ideas for promoting economic growth.  Speakers included Erik 
Pages of EntreWorks, former global corporation CEO Stan Silverman, 
and Adam Sacks of Tourism Economics.  Erik Pages was hired as a  
consultant by the County Commissioners to spearhead an executive task 
force for implementing the County’s recently adopted economic  
development plan.  The committee will be comprised of various  
community leaders and focus on several areas of economic development 
such as community collaboration, area workforce, and small businesses.      
 
This was the second year an ‘economic scorecard’ was used to compare 
Monroe County to Pike, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Northampton and 
Lehigh Counties.  The report again showed Monroe County lagging  
behind in most of the economic indicators used to determine relative 
economic health.  Monroe, however, received high marks for education.  
The scorecard will continue to track these indicators in future reports.   

 
Commissioner John Moyer was also a featured speaker, providing a more positive outlook for the economic 
present and future for the County.   He advocated for the use of both incentives and technology to stimulate 
business growth.  These tactics include the implementation of Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance 
(LERTA) programs and the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS).   
 
The annual Economic Summit was well attended by local leaders and members of the business community.  
The Summit provides on-going tracking and promotes innovative ideas to improve the economy of Monroe 
County, and will continue in the years to come.   
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NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
  
In 2015, the MCPC reviewed 31 Land Development Plans (LDPs).  It should be noted that the LDPs are  
proposals and do not reflect municipal approval or non-approval status.  It should also be noted that proposed 
additions to existing buildings are included in the overall list.  The following is a compilation of details for the 
proposed non-residential projects for 2015: 

Municipality Project Name Land Use Description Project Details 
Chestnuthill Wawa: Parking Expansion Commercial Retail Sales Additional Parking 

Chestnuthill Greystone Capital Inc. Medical Medical Offices 15,000 SQFT Building 

Coolbaugh Manodnock Non-Wovens, LLC Industrial Paper Products 4,500 SQFT Building 

Coolbaugh Pocono Transcrete, Inc. Mining/Extraction Stone Materials "Portable" Concrete Plant 

Coolbaugh Dog Goods USA Commercial Retail Sales 7,200 SQFT Storage Building 

East Stroudsburg Harsco Industrial Patterson-Kelly Industrial Manufacturing 4,872 SQFT Addition 

East Stroudsburg PMC Emergency Department Medical Hospital New Emergency Dept. Entrance 

Hamilton Hamilton Land Holdings, LLC Commercial Self-Storage 80,000 SQFT 

Hamilton State Police Barracks Municipal Emergency Services 17,412 SQFT Building 

Hamilton Mountain View Vineyard Mixed Vineyard & Winery 3,500 SQFT (2-Story) Building 

Hamilton Stroudsburg Dollar General Commercial Retail Sales 9,242 SQFT Building 

Mount Pocono Hotel M Commercial Hotel/Motel 10,300 SQFT Addition 

Pocono Best Auto Commercial Auto Repair 1,872 SQFT Addition 

Pocono Wendy's Tannersville Commercial Food Service 2,340 SQFT Building 

Pocono Pocono Manor Carport Commercial Hotel/Motel Entrance Carport 

Pocono Camelback Tubing Slope Lodge Commercial Hotel/Resort 3,379 SQFT Snow Tubing Lodge 

Pocono Camelback Helipad Commercial Hotel/Resort 1,500 SQFT Helipad 

Pocono Sanofi Flu & CUP Building Industrial Pharmaceuticals 
103,600 SQFT Building & 8,500 
SQFT Utility Plant 

Pocono Spa Castle Grand Pocono Resort Commercial Hotel/Resort 
Approximately 350,000+ SQFT 
Resort Complex 

Pocono Robert Ace Construction LLC Commercial Professional Office Change in Land Use 

Smithfield Penn Regional Business Center III Medical Medical Offices 17,603 SQFT 2-Story building  

Smithfield East Stroudsburg Dollar General Commercial Retail Sales 9,100 SQ FT Building 

Smithfield Shawnee Maintenance Building Commercial Maintenance Facility 5,400 SQFT Building 

Stroud BCRA - Frantz Road Water Tank Municipal Water Supply 
48' High, 750,000 Gallon Water 
Tank 

Stroud Northwoods Paper, Inc. Industrial Paper Products 16,840 SQFT Loading Docks 

Stroud PennDOT Truck Wash Municipal PennDOT Services 2,160 SQFT Addition 

Stroud Pocono Commons - Verizon Communications N/A 105' Communications Tower 

Stroud Red Robin Commercial Food Service 631 SQFT Addition 

Tobyhanna A&C Flooring Commercial Building Materials 8,400 SQFT Storage Building 

Tunkhannock Williams Transco Pipeline Industrial Utility Materials 8,000 SQFT Storage Building 

Tunkhannock The Poconos Farm Market Commercial Food Market Reconfigured Parking 



 

 

VECTOR CONTROL PROGRAM 
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2016 HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE 

In the summer of 2015, work began on  
updating Monroe County’s 2016 Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  A team consisting of 
Emergency Management Staff, Planning 
Commission Staff, Municipal Emergency 
Management Coordinators, MCM  
Consulting Group, Inc., and concerned  
citizens met monthly to review and evaluate 
hazards specific to Monroe County and to 
create action items and strategies to address 
those hazards.  Winter storms, flooding, and 
utility outages rated very high on the list of 
hazards for the County.  The goal of the 
Hazard Mitigation plan, as required by the 
state and federal government, is to protect 
life, safety, and property by reducing the  
potential for future damages and economic 
losses that result from natural hazards.  The 
plan, which must be adopted by the County 
as well as the twenty municipalities, is also important in qualifying for additional grant funding, in both the 
pre-disaster and the post-disaster environment. 

  
This particular update is unique with respect to creating an inventory of at-risk historical structures, which is 
also to be included in the Monroe County 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Monroe County will be one of the 
first counties in the United States to integrate historic property information into its FEMA-approved Hazard  
Mitigation Plan. The update is expected to be completed in the fall of this year.  

Damage from Superstorm Sandy 

For 2015, Monroe County Vector Control  
completed the West Nile Virus (WNV) program 
with 10 WNV positive samples submitted to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental  
Protection. To further reduce this number of  
positive samples in the future, the West Nile  
Virus Pre-Treatment Program was started to help 
target mosquito breeding sites by having their  
location and characteristics displayed in ArcGIS. 
This program will help reduce the population of 
adult mosquitoes by allowing for more effective 
treatment of these breeding sites. The traps used 
for the collection of adult mosquitoes have also 
been updated to be more efficient and reliable.  

Also created in 2015, in collaboration with Pike County and The Northeast Wildlife DNA Lab, is a new tick 
program called the Tick-Borne Disease Education and Prevention Program. The goal of this program is to  
create a network of local and government organizations to promote the education and awareness of ticks and 
tick-borne diseases. This includes tick surveillance, educational workshops, and property management.  

A Mosquito Trap used for West Nile Virus Testing 
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After the 2010 census, the East Stroudsburg Urbanized Area was created, sparking 
the need for GIS mapping and understanding the implications for MS4s within eleven 
of the County’s municipalities.  MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) are 
conveyances or systems of conveyances including roads with drainage systems that 
are owned or operated by a public entity that are used for collecting or conveying 
stormwater.  The Planning Commission staff continued its efforts to partner with 
Stroudsburg and East Stroudsburg Boroughs to GPS existing storm sewer drains,  
sewer drains, and fire hydrants.  In 2016, the Planning Commission staff will continue 
to provide technical expertise to the 11 municipalities through GPS and mapping  
services, as well as model ordinance work to help become compliant with the new  
federal regulations being place upon them.  

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) MAPPING 

Last year brought devastation to large swaths of the County’s forests 
through the resurgence of the invasive Gypsy Moth.   In response to such 
widespread defoliation, the Monroe County Planning Commission was 
tasked with organizing a program through DCNR to respond. The program 
was heavily advertised and land owners interested in participating in the 
2016 Gypsy Moth Suppression Program were contacted to assess problem 
areas and confirm if they met eligibility requirements.  This program  
primarily targets community associations and larger properties with many 
residents participating. This program was a 13 month-long project.  The 
initial phase of the program required application distribution and  
collection.  Next, egg masses were counted, spatial analysis was performed 
and landowner notification was made.  It is anticipated that roughly 1,913 
acres in Monroe County will be sprayed via aerial application during the 
suppression program in the spring of 2016. 

2016 GYPSY MOTH SUPPRESSION PROGRAM 

OPEN SPACE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTED 

The success of Monroe County’s Open Space  
Program was featured in the July/August 2015  
edition of Pennsylvania County News.  The article  
provided a summary and history of the Monroe 
2020 Comprehensive Plan and in particular, the 
Open Space Program and it’s implementation.  The 
achievements of the program have been lauded as a 
model for successful land preservation techniques 
throughout the state.  The Monroe 2030 plan hopes 
to build on the success of the original Open Space  
Program through developing and linking preserved 
lands.   

Article as it Appeared in the July/August 2015 PA County News 

Hydrant Location Map 

Gypsy Moth Flyer 
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As a result of the increase in population recorded by the 2010 Census surpassing a threshold of 150,000  
residents, the East Stroudsburg Urbanized Area (UZA) was created by the Census Bureau.  The designation of 
the East Stroudsburg UZA triggered the reclassification of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Alliance (NEPA) 
from a Rural Planning Organization (RPO) to a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  The NEPA MPO 
provides support for a four-county region including Carbon, Monroe, Pike and Schuylkill Counties.  In order 
to satisfy federal requirements as an MPO, the four-county region is in the process of producing its first Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  The 
LRTP strategically plans for transportation 
improvements within the 2015 to 2040 time 
period and guides the various planning  
processes in order to achieve its goals.  The 
focus of the LRTP, along with its goals and 
objectives, stresses the importance of safety 
and infrastructure maintenance/sufficiency.  
 
The NEPA MPO LRTP Steering  
Committee, comprised of numerous local, 
state, and federal stakeholders, utilized a 
custom project evaluation process in order 
to prioritize potential projects.  Public 
participation and comment are important 
parts of the proposed plan, as well as 
ensuring that the needs of traditionally  
disadvantaged citizens are also addressed.   
 
The plan includes projects identified by the State Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP), the local  
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), and the Twelve Year Plan (TYP).  As a ‘living document’, the LRTP 
is updated every five years and individual projects are reassessed in priority, as needed.  The first Long Range 
Transportation Plan is expected to be adopted in March of 2016, and will allow for federal and state 
funding for projects identified within the plan. 

THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Sample Map within the Draft Long Range Transportation Plan 

Public Meeting for Potential Project Scoping at 
Pocmont Resort in Bushkill 



 

 

The MCPC provides traffic count services in response to municipal requests.  Traffic information recorded 
consists of counts which measure the speed, interval, and classification for each vehicle.  The table below 
shows the data for traffic counts conducted during the past year.  It should be noted that the traffic count       
information for past years is also located on the county website, www.monroecountypa.gov. 
 

2015 TRAFFIC COUNTS 

MCPC OVERALL TRAFFIC COUNTS 2015 
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Start Date Municipality Road Name Total Count ADT 
7/9/2015 Chestnuthill Twp. Birch Hollow Drive 3,424 (7 Day) 489 

7/9/2015 Chestnuthill Twp. Little Twig Road 2,091 (7 Day) 198 

7/9/2015 Chestnuthill Twp. Tall Beech Lane 290 (7 Day) 41 

6/24/2015 Chestnuthill Twp. Hypsie Gap Road 213 (7 Day) 30 

6/24/2015 Chestnuthill Twp. Lake Mineola Road 465 (7 Day) 66 

9/29/2015 Eldred Twp. Gower Road 216 (3 Day) 72 

9/4/2015 Middle Smithfield Twp. S.R. 209 (Milford Road) *117,259 (6.4 Day) *16,751 

5/13/2015 Mt. Pocono Bor. Knox Street 2,880 (7 Day) 411 

5/13/2015 Mt. Pocono Bor. Manor View Avenue 1,547 (7 Day) 221 

5/13/2015 Mt. Pocono Bor. Winona Road 3,926 (7 Day) 560 

9/18/2015 Mt. Pocono Bor. Center Avenue 3,600 (7 Day) 514 

6/11/2015 Pocono Twp. Brookdale Road 6,125 (7 Day) 875 

6/11/2015 Pocono Twp. Gravatts Way 2,946 (7 Day) 420 

6/11/2015 Pocono Twp. Summit Road (North) 4,510 (7 Day) 644 

6/11/2015 Pocono Twp. Summit Road (South) 2,595 (7 Day) 370 

7/5/2015 Pocono Twp. Bartonsville Avenue **16,098 (6 Day) **2,683 

7/5/2015 Pocono Twp. Beehler Avenue 3,171 (7 Day) 453 

7/5/2015 Pocono Twp. Learn Road (North) 2,3703 (7 Day) 3,386 

7/5/2015 Pocono Twp. Learn Road (South) 5,424 (7 Day) 774 

7/23/2015 Pocono Twp. Cranberry Road 14,615 (7 Day) 2,087 

7/23/2015 Pocono Twp. Sine Hill Road (East) 7,062 (7 Day) 1,008 

7/23/2015 Pocono Twp. Shine Hill Road (West) 10,902 (7 Day) 1,557 

6/23/2015 Polk Twp. Upper Green Hill Road 2,068 (7 Day) 295 

10/27/2015 Polk Twp. Carney Road 3,974 (7 Day) 567 

10/27/2015 Polk Twp. Dotters Corner Road 5,331 (7 Day) 761 

10/27/2015 Polk Twp. Floyd Drive 573 (7 Day) 81 

11/23/2015 Polk Twp. Hell Hollow Road 348 (1 Day) 348 

5/28/2015 Price Twp. Manzanedo Road 585 (7 Day) 122 

     
* Traffic Count Equipment was damaged during the traffic study.  The total number of vehicles and the 

 average daily trips (ADT) are based on 6.4 days worth of traffic Data.   
**Traffic Count Equipment was damaged during the traffic study.  The total number of vehicles and the  

average daily trips (ADT) are based on 6 days worth of traffic Data.   
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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Pictometry and Updated Aerial  
Photography: 
Over the summer, the County took delivery of 
both digital orthophotography and oblique 
photography from Pictometry International 
Corporation of Rochester, New York.  This 
project, which was flown in April 2015, was 
conducted in partnership with Lehigh and 
Northampton counties.  Orthophotography 
can be described as aerial photography with 
the distortion corrected.  This serves as a base 
layer for accurate mapping.  The oblique  
photos provide a “birds-eye view” of the 
County and will be particularly useful in Tax 
Assessment and Emergency Operations.  In 
addition to the photography, Pictometry  
developed a building footprint map layer.  
The imagery acquired is available both through integration into existing GIS products and through  
Pictometry’s Connect 100 program. We have scheduled our next flight with Pictometry for Spring 2018. 
 
Web Mapping Applications: 
The first of the County’s Web Mapping Applications were developed during 2015.  An Election Polling Place 
Locator was released prior to Election Day in November. This application will help citizens locate their  
election polling place, comment on the conditions at the polling place, and obtain information about current 
elected officials. To locate a polling place, simply click on the map or enter an address in the search box. The 
polling place and respective voting precinct will then be highlighted on the map and information about the 
polling place and elected officials displayed in two tabs along the bottom of the map. The application is  
designed to work on both standard computers and mobile devices, and can be accessed at www.monroegis.org/
pollingplaces. 
 
Several more applications are currently being developed or are planned for next year, including an AED  
Locator and a District Court Locator.  All of these Web Mapping Applications will be built using ESRI’s 
ArcGIS Online, a software package that enables users to share geospatial data with the public in an easily  
accessible format.  

 
E-911 Readdressing Program: 
From the inception of the readdressing project  
beginning in 2010, the United States Postal  
Service estimated at that time that the project 
should expect a total of approximately 9,000 
requests for address assignments or corrections. As 
of today, the project call log has very close to 
21,200 calls concerning new addresses and/or  
modifications of existing ones. The original  
objective of the project was extremely successful; 
that being the addressing system and signage has 
reduced response time of emergency providers in 
dire times of emergencies.  

Pictometry Connect Explorer Software 

Election Polling Locations Web Mapping Application 

http://www.monroegis.org/pollingplaces
http://www.monroegis.org/pollingplaces
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REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
 
On April 23 of 2015, Polk Township formally adopted an  
intergovernmental agreement joining the CJER Planning Region.  Now 
known as the CJERP Planning Region, it is comprised of Chestnuthill, 
Jackson, Eldred, Ross, and Polk Townships.  Also adopted on that day 
was an update to the group’s Comprehensive Plan prepared by the  
Monroe County Planning Commission, as well as updates to the 
composite members’ Zoning and Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinances.  A major feature of these updated ordinances was the  
creation of Shared Uses.  Essentially, a municipality must provide for 
the development of all land-uses, but in a multi-municipal planning  
region these uses may be spread throughout the entire region.  This is  
particularly important when identifying locations for especially  
impactful development such as adult uses or concentrated animal feed 
operations.   
 
Funding for these projects 
was provided in part by the 
Monroe County Planning 
Commission through the 
Financial Assistance  
Program II. 

 
 
This planning group is the most active in Monroe County, and  
remains an example for other areas and municipalities interested 
in Regional Zoning. 

CJERP Future Land Use Plan 

CONTINUING EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

Fundamentals of Planning  
Workshop II 

CJERP Officials Adopting the Updated  
Comprehensive Plan 

On February 12, 2016, the second in a series of workshops to better 
acquaint municipal officials with zoning practices was hosted by the 
Monroe County Planning Commission.  Peter Wulfhorst, AICP, and 
Carson Helfrich, from Community Planning and Management, LLC, 
again discussed the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code and 
how it relates to municipalities’ authority to zone for land use.    
Courses such as these are instrumental for ensuring the proper       
regulation of land use and are especially useful for people new to their 
elected and appointed positions.  Considering the sheer number of 
such officials, the high overturn involved, and that many involved are 
essentially volunteers with other jobs, continuing education         
workshops held for free and located in-county become a necessity.  
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ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS FOR 2015 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC AND GEOTOURISM 
Since 2002, National Geographic has collaborated with experts familiar with famous destinations to  
implement sustainable tourism programs, also known as “geotourism.”  The Scenic, Wild Delaware River 
website was initiated in the Summer of 2015 and is the new NGS MapGuide highlighting the Upper and  
Middle Delaware River. It “explores a landscape carved by geologic time and human history.”  The 
MapGuide has a variety of data on unique sites or events, beautiful hikes, or businesses that offer a local  
experience.  Those that are affiliated with these sites can log on the website, and create a unique profile of 
their spot.  Some of Monroe County’s featured places include The Nature Conservancy’s Thomas Darling 
Preserve, the Mount Wismer Trails, and 
the Antoine Dutot Museum & Gallery, as 
well as locally unique businesses such as 
Edge of Woods Outfitters or the Mikuna 
Kitchen.  Each profile is reviewed by a 
geotourism Stewardship Council,  
consisting of local tourism  
representatives, businesses, cultural, art, 
historic, conservation and recreation  
organizations, and other local public and 
private land managers.  Residents are  
encouraged to log their own unique place 
at http://delawareriver.natgeo  
tourism.com.  

Municipality Zoning SALDO 

Barrett Twp 4 0 

Chestnuthill Twp 1 1 

Coolbaugh Twp 0 0 

Delaware Water Gap Bor 2 0 

East Stroudsburg Bor 3 0 

Eldred Twp 1 1 

Hamilton Twp 0 0 

Jackson Twp 2 1 

Middle Smithfield Twp 3 0 

Mount Pocono Bor 0 0 

Paradise Twp 3 1 

Pocono Twp 1 0 

Polk Twp 4 0 

Price Twp 0 0 

Ross Twp 1 1 

Smithfield Twp 3 0 

Stroud Twp 0 0 

Stroudsburg Bor 2 1 

Tobyhanna Twp 0 0 

Tunkhannock Twp 0 0 

Totals 30 6 

 
A number of amendments to Municipal Zoning and  
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinances were  
reviewed in 2015.  These two ordinances are the mechanism 
for Townships and Boroughs to regulate land use.  All 20 
Municipalities in the County have their own Zoning and 
Subdivision and Land Developments Ordinances.  The 
following are some of the more notable amendments that 
have been adopted in the previous year.   
 

 Polk Township—Completely updated Zoning 
and SALDO 

 Chestnuthill Township—Update to the  
      Township’s Official Map 
 CJERP Planning Group—Adopted updated  

Comprehensive Plan 
 Middle Smithfield Township—Updated Signage 

Ordinance 
 Smithfield Township—Commercial Overlay Dis-

trict Adopted 
 

This chart is a breakdown of proposed ordinance  
amendments the MCPC reviewed in 2015. 

Geotourism Website by National Geographic 
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For the second consecutive year, the Monroe County Planning Commission was invited to be a part of  
Bloomsburg University’s College of Science and Technology Career Day.   The career networking event was 
held at Bloomsburg University Campus within the Kerr Union Building on Friday, October 16, 2015.  Students 
participating in Career Day activities were exposed to a wide range of career, internship, and research  

opportunities available upon graduation from the University.  
Two MCPC staff members represented the County at the 
event in order to showcase ongoing planning efforts and to 
distribute information regarding potential internship and  
employment prospects.   Throughout the event, students were 
provided the opportunity to engage MCPC staff at an  
informational booth and obtain informational materials  
related to Monroe County and its planning services.  Over 
200 Bloomsburg University students, alumni, and staff  
participated in the Career Day networking experience, which 
proved to be very beneficial for all parties involved.    

 

CAREER DAY AT BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY 

 
Act 13 of 2012 established the Marcellus Legacy Fund.  
The fund allocated a portion of the funds received from  
Impact Fees related to natural gas drilling to each county 
for the purpose of planning, acquisition, development, or 
rehabilitation of greenways, recreation trails, open space, 
and beautification projects. 
 
Monroe County, through recommendations by the Open 
Space Advisory Board, has developed a mini-grant  
program which will accept applications for development 
grants for the funds it received from impact fees.  In 2015, 
there were 3 projects that received final reimbursement.  
They include the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Another round of funding is anticipated for 2016. 

MONROE COUNTY OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

Trail Development at Gregory’s Pond 

Van Buskirk/Haney Pavilion in Ross Township 

Ross Township - Van Buskirk/Haney 
Pavilion  

 
Pocono Heritage Land Trust -Fieldstone 

Farm Access Project 
 

East Stroudsburg Borough - Gregory’s 
Pond Natural Area Trail Development  
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Open Space Program: 
In January of 2015, The Nature Conservancy, 
with grant funding from the Monroe County 
Open Space Program, closed on the last  
unprotected portion of the Tannersville  
Cranberry Bog.  This 110 acre parcel has  
often been referred as “the missing link” and 
is the culmination of over fifty years that the 
Nature Conservancy has spent acquiring  
parcels of the southernmost low-altitude  
boreal bog on the Eastern Seaboard.  The 
bog, which is a National Natural Landmark, 
is owned by the Nature Conservancy and 
jointly managed by the Monroe County  
Conservation District, provides educational 
opportunities to more than 4,000 children and 
adults every year. The visitors venture into the middle of the Cranberry Bog via a 2,265 foot floating  
boardwalk to a platform on Cranberry Creek.  The Weiss property is all the land that a person can see from the 

platform, looking out over the creek.  The Monroe  
County Commissioners, the Weiss family, The Nature 
Conservancy, The Monroe County Conservation District 
Staff, as well as the former Open Space Board  
Chairperson are pictured on this platform (Top Right).  
The Monroe 2020 Comprehensive Plan, as well as the 
Monroe 2030 Plan, recommends that land protection  
efforts should focus on key natural areas such as the  
Tannersville Cranberry Bog.  This purchase also marks 
the final large land acquisition utilizing Open Space 
Bond fund monies, as the bond fund has been almost  
fully exhausted. 
 
 
Agricultural Preservation Program: 
Last year the Commissioners certified $86,376.00 to the 
State to facilitate the Farmland Preservation Program, in 
turn the State matched that amount by almost a 4 to 1  
ratio.  This provided almost one half million dollars to 
fund protection of agricultural land within Monroe  
County.  Six applications were received and evaluated by 
the Planning Commission staff.  It is expected that offers 
will be made to two of the applicants in the first quarter 
of 2016.  Staff also completed annual inspections of the 
108 preserved farms; talking to owners and providing 
information to them concerning conservation practices 
where needed.   

OPEN SPACE AND AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION 

Weiss Property Purchase in the Tannersville Cranberry Bog 

The Miller Farm in Jackson Township 



 

 

16 

Monroe County and local agencies such as the Monroe County Housing Authority (MCHA) increasingly rely 
on a combination of funding sources to meet the needs of the community.  Sources such as the U.S.  
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), various sources of state and local funds, the  
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), and the HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
(HOME) are utilized in order to support the efforts of the County and its agencies.  The MCHA relies on such 
funds in order to continue their Capital Fund Program, which has been maintaining and improving the  
management, operation, and physical condition of 300 housing units within the County. 
 
The CDBG and HOME programs require an Environmental Review (ER) to be completed in order to utilize 
government funding for applicable housing rehabilitation projects.  The Monroe County Planning Commission 
was given the opportunity to act as the ‘reviewer’ of the ER in order to ensure that program activities were 
aligned with local comprehensive planning and zoning.  Upon completion, a copy of the Environmental  
Review Record (ERR) must be made available for public inspection as part of funding procedure; the MCPC 

made a copy of the ERRs available and also served as 
the point of contact for public inquiries related to the 
projects.   Mapping services were also provided, as 
part of the ER support, which will help facilitate the 
decision-making process of awarding these program 
funds to the County and its agencies.   
 
The collaborative efforts of MCPC and RACM have 
proven beneficial to all parties, especially in relation 
to the housing policies and recommendations of the 
Monroe 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update.  
Continuing efforts which align with these policy  
objectives will further rehabilitate the conditions of 
the existing housing market within Monroe County. 

HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUNDING 

The proposed Liberty-Water Gap Trail Extension has been  
selected as part of the proposed September 11th National  
Memorial Trail which will connect the three memorials  
commemorating the tragic events that occurred at the Pentagon, 
Flight 93 crash site near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and the 
World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. The northern  
Pennsylvania trail route from the Delaware River to the Flight 93 
National Memorial and the Great Allegheny Passage will span 
300 miles, connecting communities, significant sites, and local 
memorials along the way. Once complete, the September 11th  
National Memorial Trail will total 1,100 miles of non-motorized 
cycling and walking trail. The September 11th Trail Alliance  
celebrated the announcement of their official interim alignment 
across Pennsylvania with a bicycle ride, starting at the Great  
Allegheny Passage on September 10, 2015, attendance at the Flight 93 commemorative events on September 
11th, and spending the next 10 days, riding across the Commonwealth. On Saturday, September 19th after  
riding from Allentown along the proposed route, they arrived in Delaware Water Gap to a rousing reception. 
Back in the saddle the next morning, they rode along the proposed Liberty-Water Gap Trail Extension on PA 
Route 611 to Portland PA for another small reception, continuing on the actual Liberty-Water Gap Trail to  
Morristown NJ, then to Liberty State Park the next day.   

Riders on the 911 Memorial Trail 

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT IN MONROE COUNTY 

Mapping Provided by the MCPC 



 

 

WATER QUALITY 2015 

The 2015 Water Quality study occurred from April 27th to May 8th and included 37 sites throughout the  
County. 12 new sites were studied this year, along with 25 existing sites that were previously studied. Site 
locations were chosen based on frequent occurrence, infrequent occurrence, nonexistent data, and recent  
development.  All study locations consisted of macroinvertebrate sampling, habitat assessment, 5 field  
chemistry parameters, and 27 sites included 16 laboratory analysis  
parameters.  
 
 
Macroinvertebrate Sampling: At each site, macroinvertebrates were 
collected using 12” D-frame nets that were held on the stream bottom. 
The collector thoroughly disturbed the stream bottom to dislodge any 
macroinvertebrates from the substrate. This process was repeated 6 
times for Riffle/Run streams and 10 times for Multihabitat streams. 

 
 
 
 
Field Chemistry Sampling: The following parameters were measured and 
stored using HANNA Instruments- Multiparameter HI 9829 with a  
Multiparameter Probe 7609829 field meter and recorded on standard data 
forms: pH, Temperature, D.O. Concentration, D.O. %, and  
Conductivity.  
 
 

Laboratory Chemistry Testing: The following table shows water chemistry parameters that were tested by  
Microbac Laboratories in the analysis of the stream samples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MCPC’s commitment to preserving the integrity of Monroe 
County’s water resources is long standing. The Annual Water 
Quality study has been conducted since 1985. The Conservation 
District, MCPC, Pinchot Institute, Microbac Laboratories, and 
Aquatic Resources Consulting helped to complete the 2015 
study. 
 
The 2015 Water Quality Report is currently being finalized and 
will be available on the County website in the near future. 
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Macroinvertebrate Sampling 

Laboratory Testing Parameters 
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) Nitrate-Nitrate as N Hardness 
Aluminum, Total Alkalinity to pH 4.5 Chloride 
Calcium, Total Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) pH 
Iron, Total Phosphorus - Total as P Nitrogen, Total as N (Calc) 
Magnesium, Total Biochemical Oxygen Demand Ammonia as N 

    Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen 
(TKN) 

Field Chemistry Testing Equipment 



 

MONROE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
John R. Moyer, Chairman 

Charles A. Garris, Vice-Chairman 
John D. Christy, Commissioner 

 

MCPC STAFF 
 

Christine Meinhart-Fritz, Director 
George Basila  

Kim Borger 
Fallon Horan 

Eric Koopman 
Evan Makuvek 
Steven Rinker 

Nathaniel Staruch 
Ryan Baldwin 

MCPC BOARD (1/12/16) 
Rich Schlameuss, Chairman 

Brian Barrett, Vice-Chairman 
Meg Dilger 

Anne Lamberton 
Martha Loomis 

Roger McFadden 
Sharon Solt 

Alan Price Young 
                  

The following is a list of changes in the MCPC Board during 2015: 
Merlyn Clarke completed his second term in December. 
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Merlyn Clarke and  

Chairman Martha Loomis 



 

 

 

MCPC 
Serving local government through: 

 
Municipal Partnership Program (MPP) 
Financial Assistance Program (FAP II) 

Open Space Program 
Geographic Information System (GIS) 

Annual Water Quality Study 
Agricultural Land Preservation Program 

Traffic Counts 
Professional Planning Assistance 

 
 

2016 AGRICULTURAL 
LAND PRESERVATION 

BOARD 
 

Glenn Beers, Chairman 
Richard Snyder, Vice-Chairman 

Mark Green 
Russell Gould 

Mark Heckman 
Robert Serfass 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For further information, please contact the  
Monroe County Planning Commission 

1 Quaker Plaza, Room 106 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
Phone (570) 517-3100 

Fax (570) 517-3858 
mcpc@monroecountypa.gov 
www.monroecountypa.gov 

2016 OPEN SPACE  
ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Anne Sincavage 
Nancy Abbott Amici 

Susan Cooper 
John Ferro 
Pauline Fox 
Don Miller 
Ann Pilcher 

Dr. Elaine Rogers 
Frank Allen 
Mark Sowers 
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