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MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 
February 5, 2020 

 
 The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
February 5, 2020, in the Commissioners’ Public Meeting Room, at the Monroe County Administrative 
Center with the following present:  Chairman Sharon S. Laverdure, Vice-Chairman John R. Moyer, 
Commissioner John D. Christy, Chief Clerk/Administrator Greg Christine, and Administrative Secretary 
Cindy King.  County Solicitor John B. Dunn was not in attendance. 
 
 Chairman Laverdure called the meeting to order at 9:31 with a moment of silence and the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
 Chairman Laverdure welcomed Ms. Michelle Bisbing, Director of Marketing, Monroe County 
Industrial Development Authority (IDA).  Ms. Bisbing stated that in 2005 the county, Pocono Mountain 
School District and Pocono Township created the first Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district. A TIF is a 
financing procedure that uses property tax revenue to fund debt service for public improvement. The 
Monroe County Industrial Development Authority (MCIDA) borrowed $3.5 million for Pocono Township 
Sewer Project.   The loan is satisfied five (5) years before the maturation date of May 25, 2025.  Ms. 
Bisbing presented to the Commissioners a check in the amount of $l47, 000.17 as the refund amount 
due to the county.   

 
 There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 
 M-2020-53 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 
approve the following: 
 

a) The minutes of the January 15, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting 
b) Amend Motion 2020-06 to reflect a change in a Line Items for the RASA Grant from 

177.4491.0210.000 to 177.4493.6210.0000 (Telephone) 
 

M-2020-54 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 
adopt the following certificates of special recognition and resolution: 
 

a) George J. Vagelakos – MST Person of the Year Nomination 
b) Louis A. Santiago – MST Person of the Year Nomination 
c) Dennis and Ronnie O’Leary – MST Person of the Year Nomination 
d) Jeff Borger – 2019 Conservation Farmer of the Year 
e) Francis E. Walter Dam Resolution (R-2020-1) 

 
M-2020-55 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

approve the following: 
 
a)  Personnel Agenda: 
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b) Requests to work additional hours: 
i) Sheriff’s Office Overtime Report for the period ending 1/19/20: 

(1) Deputies – 49.25 hours 
(2) Security – 27.50 hours 
(3) Clerks – 99.00 hours 

ii) Tax Claim Bureau: 
(1) Up to 5 hours per week for Dawn Pugh, Melinda Knitter, Lynn Dehaven, Joann Mahon, 

Deb Miraglia and Stephanie Reed for the period of 2/10/20 through 2/28/20 
 

M-2020-56 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice- Chairman Moyer and carried to 
approve the following: 

  
a) Vouchers Payable: 

i) $630,015.72 for the week ending 1/17/20 
ii) $1,147,105.34 for the week ending 1/24/20 
iii) $4,442,170.09 for the week ending 1/31/20 

b) Gross Payroll: 
i) $1,777,280.68 for the period ending 1/19/20 

c) Healthcare Benefits Payments: 
i) Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield: 

(1) $46,778.55 on 1/15/20 
(2) $186,227.20 on 1/29/20 

ii) Geisinger: 
(1) $19,916.19 on 1/13/20 
(2) $56,942.19 on 1/14/20 
(3) $82,008.92 on 1/22/20 
(4) $57,380.14 on 1/28/20 

iii) Dental Claims: 
(1) $3,212.11 on 1/13/20 
(2) $6,921.81 on 1/24/20 
(3) $5,576.66 on 1/24/20 
(4) $1,302.40 on 1/29/20 

iv) Flexible Spending Account: 
(1) $24.40 on 1/15/20 

v) ConnectYourCare: 
(1) $1,171.63 on 1/9/20 
(2) $1,369.27 on 1/22/20 
(3) $207.90 on 1/22/20 
(4) $3,196.82 on 1/28/20 

 
M-2020-57 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

approve/ratify the following travel request for Penn State Extension and the attached travel report for 
the departments listed: 

 
a) Sherri Williams to Penn State Worthington Campus on 2/24/20 to attend a conference on 

mental health first aid training 
b) Travel Request Report – Aging, Children & Youth, Conservation District, Jail, Emergency 

Services, Juvenile Probation, Planning, Public Defender, Veterans Affairs and Victim Witness 
 

M-2020-58 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 
execute the following Subsidy Agreements for Permanent Legal Custodian, as requested by Children and 
Youth Services: 

 
a) K.C. 
b) C.T. 

 
M-2020-59 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

approve the following, as requested by Area Agency on Aging: 
 

a) Execute a PA Department of Agriculture Local Agency Grant Agreement for the Senior Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program to allow eligible senior citizens to receive vouchers to purchase 
fruits and vegetables from PA farmers who sell at designated farm markets 

b) Authorize the rental of a room at Northampton Community College for a Senior Isolation 
Workshop to be held on April 9, 2020 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (subject to changes requested 
by the Solicitor) 
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M-2020-60 Motion by Vice-Chairman Moyer, seconded by Commissioner Christy and carried to 
approve the following: 

 
a) Ratify approval of the Budget Adjustment Report dated 1/29/20 totaling $28,423.00 
b) The Budget Adjustment Report dated 1/29/20 totaling $642,465.00   
c) Ratify approval for the Chief Clerk to advertise the following: 

i. Notice to bidders for the Security Renovations to MDJ Anzini’s Office 
ii. Notice to bidders for the Security Renovations to MDJ Muth’s Office  

iii. Notice to bidders for moving of voting equipment for 2020 
d) Ratify execution of a Software Support Agreement with Optical Storage Solutions, Inc., for 

maintenance and software updates for the LANDEX System in the Register and Recorders 
Office 

e) Accept a proposal from Johnson Controls, Inc. for a three (3) year period from 2/1/20 
through 1/31/23 for software subscription and upgrades, operational inspections and routine 
maintenance on the Metasys System (proprietary system) for the Courthouse and 
Administrative Center at the following annual cost: 

i. $50,874.00 – Year One 
ii. $52,407.00 – Year Two 

iii. $53,980.00 – Year Three 
f) Execute the following Conflict Counsel Agreements: 

i. Donald E. Gual – Special Public Defender 
ii. Robert A. Saurman – Special Public Defender 

iii. Janet Catina – Special Public Defender 
iv. Janet Catina – PFA Defense Advocate 
v. Deborah L. Huffman – PFA Plaintiffs Advocate  

g) A request from the Pocono Arts Council to use Courthouse Square on 2/15/20 to hold their 
annual Winterfest Celebration   

h) A request from the Vietnam Veterans of America – Pocono Chapter 678 to use Courthouse 
Square on March 29, 2020, to hold a Vietnam Veterans Day Ceremony 

i) A request from Williams Pipeline Company to perform survey work on County owned 
property located on Route 115 in Tunkhannock Township for a proposed pipeline expansion  

j) The application for an Emergency Management Performance Grant in the amount of 
$288,482.00, to be used to offset 50% of the salaries of emergency management staff 

k) Accept the resignations of Sharon S. Laverdure and Charles Green from the Eastern Monroe 
Public Library and appoint Elizabeth Koster and Debbie Kulick to serve the balance of the 
terms to 12/31/20 

l) Ratify a Comprehensive Health Services Agreement with Primecare Medical, Inc., for a three 
(3)year period from 1/1/20 through 12/31/22 to provide inmate healthcare services at the 
Monroe County Correctional Facility at an initial annual cost of $1,275,810.25 with a one 
percent increase in 2021 and three percent increase in 2022 

m) The 2019/2020 Medical Assistance Transportation Program 2nd Quarter Fiscal Report totaling 
$172,804.55 

n) Appoint Mark Love to the Monroe County Auxiliary Board of Assessment Appeals 
o) Appoint Dr. Peter Casale to the Pleasant Valley Manor Board of Directors 
p) Add the following Vendors to the County List of Approved Vendors: 

i. Gerald S. Cole – PD 
ii. Barbara Gajewski – Aging 

iii. Lorna MacIntire – Emergency Management 
iv. Patrick J. Deegan – Emergency Management 
v. Kevin Young – Emergency Management 

vi. OCCAM Video Solutions – DA 
 

M-2020-61 Motion by Vice-Chairman Moyer, seconded by Commissioner Christy and carried to 
approve the following, as requested by the Planning Commission: 

 
a) Appoint Charles Vogt to the Planning Commission Board, replacing Alan Price Young, for a 

term to expire 2/28/24 
b) Execute an Intergovernmental Agreement, along with Addendum Number One, with 

Northampton County to work jointly towards extending the Liberty Trail from Portland to 
Delaware Water Gap 

c) Execute  grant documents with the University of Pittsburgh in the amount of $14,607.00 to 
fund the Active Transportation Area for the East Stroudsburg Urbanized Area 

d) Execute a Professional Services Contract with McMahon Associates, Inc.  in the amount of 
$14,607.00 (Grant funded) to provide analysis and project management for the Active 
Transportation Plan for the East Stroudsburg Urbanized Area 
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M-2020-62 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

approve the following, as requested the Redevelopment Authority of the County of Monroe: 
 
a) Appoint/reappoint the following individuals to the Monroe County Affordable Housing 

Board: 
i. Nick Fredericks replacing Katherine Stevenson (deceased) with a term to expire 

12/31/20 
ii. William Cullen to 12/31/24 

iii. Todd Weitzmann to 12/31/24 
b) The Affordable Housing Trust Fund (Act 137) 2020 Budget, as follows: 

i. Administration - $28,347.00 
ii. First Time Homebuyer - $150,000.00 

iii. Residential Rehab - $75,000.00 
iv. Emergency Rehab - $10,000.00 
v. Weatherization - $50,000.00 

vi. Project Based - $200,000.00 
vii. Program Based - $36,000.00 

viii. Land Bank - $140,000.00 
ix. Unallocated - $85,515.07 
 

M-2020-63 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 
reappoint Richard Mutchler to the Monroe County Transportation Authority Board of Directors with a 
new term to expire February 7, 2025. 

 
M-2020-64 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

reappoint the following to the Pocono Mountains Municipal Airport Authority: 
 

a) Mark Turner – Term to expire 1/20/25 
b) Greg Christine – Term to expire 1/31/25 

 
M-2020-65 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 

approve the Capital Purchases Report dated January 29, 2020, as follows: 
 

 
 

 M-2020-66 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Moyer and carried to 
ratify/approve the following computer capital purchase reports dated 12/26/19 and 1/29/20): 
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 Chairman Laverdure announced that two (2) public meetings were held regarding the 
courthouse renovation project on January 29 at the Northampton Community College Monroe Campus 
and February 1, 2020 at the East Stroudsburg University’s Innovation Center.  There will be more public 
meetings scheduled. A website containing detailed information may be found at 
http://www.monroecountypa.gov/Dept/CourthouseProject/.   
 
 Chairman Laverdure asked if there was any public comment.  Lori Fuchs, Court Reporter, stated 
that the court reporters were reclassified and are to be reimbursed back pay and to date they have not 
received payment.  Vice-Chairman Moyer stated the Commissioners approved the payment and that the 
scheduled administration of payroll is delaying the process. 
 
 Jennifer Strauch, Grants Manager, announced that April 1, 2020 is Census Day and by the end of 
March every household should have received a census questioner.  The census determines the number 
of congressional seats, federal funding for infrastructure and grants for human services and it is very 
important that the questioners are completed and returned as requested.   
 
 Chairman Laverdure adjourned the meeting at 10:01 a.m. 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Greg Christine, Chief Clerk/Administrator 
 
M-2020-53 thru M-2020-66 
R-2020-01 






