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MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 
May 4, 2016 

 
The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 

May 4, 2016 in the Commissioners’ Public Meeting Room with the following present:  Vice-Chairman 
Charles A. Garris, Commissioner John D. Christy, Chief Clerk/Administrator Greg Christine, County 
Solicitor John Dunn and Doreen Santiago, Office Assistant.    Chairman Moyer was not in attendance. 
 
 Vice - Chairman Garris called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. with a Moment of Silence and 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 

There was no public comment on the Agenda items. 
 
 M-2016-81 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris and 
carried to approve the minutes of the 4/20/2016 Commissioner’s Meeting. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Garris presented the following Proclamations and presented certificates of 
special recognition as follows: 
 
 May 2016 Foster Care Month – Diane Rogers of Children and Youth accepted a proclamation 
from Vice-Chairman Garris.  Ms. Rogers also spoke briefly. 
 

May 2016 Older Americans Month – Patty Fretz, Administrator of Area Agency on Aging 
accepted a proclamation from Vice-Chair Garris.  Ms. Fretz also spoke briefly. 
 

National Police Week – May 15th-21st – Commissioner Christy spoke on behalf of the several Police 
Departments in the area.  Commissioner Christy plans to speak and present a proclamation to three 
Police Departments at the Community Day at Northampton on May 12th. 
 

 M-2016-82 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris and 
carried to approve the Personnel agenda: 
 

a) Personnel Agenda: 
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b) Approve/Ratify Requests to work additional hours: 
i) Sheriffs’ Office Overtime Report, as follows: 

(1) Deputies – 107.41 hours 
(2) Clerks – 49.08 
(3) Security – 37.59 

 
M-2016-83 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and  

carried to approve/ratify the following: 
  

a) Vouchers Payable: 
i) $8,146,593.86 for the week ending 4/22/16 
ii) $591,189.66 for the week ending 4/29/16 

b) Gross Payroll: 
i) $960,879.70 for the period ending 4/17/16 

c) Healthcare Benefits Payments: 
i) Blue Cross/Blue Shield: 

(1) $40,766.85 on 4/13/16 
ii) Geisinger: 

(1) $96,899.63 on 4/12/16 
iii) United Concordia Dental: 

(1) $3,474.06 on 4/12/16 
iv) ConnectYourCare: 

(1) $167.04 (admin fee) 
(2) $615.44 on 4/14/16 

 
 M-2016-84 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve/ratify the travel requests as follows: 
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a) Alissa Gottardi, Paula Schwenck and Sherri Williams to Dunmore, PA on 5/11/16 to attend 
the Northeast Regional Diversity Workshop sponsored by the Penn State Extension 

b) Approve/Ratify the attached Travel Request Report 
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M-2016-85 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to execute a Lease Agreement with Paradise Township, at a cost of $25.00, to use township 
park property on 6/24/16 to hold a senior center picnic, as requested by the Area Agency on Aging. 
 

M-2016-86 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to execute the following Adoption Assistance Agreements, as requested by Children and 
Youth: 

 
(1) C.E. 
(2) C.M. 
(3) M.M. 

 
 M-2016-87 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve the Budget Adjustment Report dated 4/27/16 with adjustments totaling 
$29,456.00.  
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 M-2016-88 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve the following: 
 

a) Ratify use of Courthouse Square by Pocono Area Transitional Housing on May 2, 2016 for 
the annual PATHwalk 

b) Execute an Amendment to the 9/1/13 Administrative Services Agreement with Geisinger 
Indemnity Insurance Company, updating administrative costs to manage their portion of the 
County Healthcare Program 

c) Ratify authorization for the Chief Clerk to advertise the following: 
(1) Hostage Rescue Training – NE Reg. Counter-Terrorism Task Force         
(2) SWAT Training - NE Reg. Counter-Terrorism Task Force         

d) Execute an Amendment to the 12/30/14 Agreement with Pictometry International 
Corporation to reflect the correct number of parcels to image for the GIS Program in the 
Planning Commission Office 

e) Accept the proposal from Aquapower in the amount of $2,650 (lowest of two) to paint the 
burn control building at the Safety Center 

f) Execute an Amendment to Manual Food Service Agreement with Trinity Services I, LLC., to 
extend their contract for a three year term with an increase rate of 0.028 per meal with 
Trinity purchasing for the correctional facility a new commercial steamer and kettle  

g) Accept the following quotes from Strauser Nature’s Helpers: 
i) $1,225.70 to weed spray, add ground cover and mulch the courtyard area of the 

Courthouse Annex 
ii)  $2,241.00 to landscape 701 Main Street 

h) Execute an Addendum to Commercial Lease Agreement with Harold and Susan Werkheiser, 
to add ADA provisions to the building lease for Magisterial District Judge Olson’s Office 

i) Execute a Sub-contract with Resources for Human Development, Inc.  in the amount of 
$25,000.00, for the period of 3/1/16 through 8/20/16, to be used for Day Center 
Operations, and case management services for the homeless 

j) Execute the Emergency Solution Grant Sub-contracts for the 2015/17 Fiscal Years, as 
follows: 

i) Catholic Social Services - Emergency Shelter   $19,860 
ii) Family Promise – Emergency Shelter       $86,164 (subject to updated insurance 

 certificate)  
iii) Resources for Human Development – Emergency Shelter  
iv) & Street Outreach    $175,950    
v) Salvation Army – Emergency Shelter  $  58,200 
vi) Women’s Resources – Emergency Shelter $  77,977 

k) Submittal of the 2016-19 VOCA Competitive Grant Application for the  
 Victim Services/Police Liaison Advocate Program in the amount of $105,962, for a three 
 year period. 
 

 M-2016-89 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve the following Resolutions:  
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Resolution #7 
 

    
WHEREAS, a strong family is our most important resource for providing Monroe County’s 

children with support, dignity, and self-determination; and 
 

WHEREAS, currently there are more than 150 children and youth in foster care in our county; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, every child in foster care deserves the security and opportunity for growth that a 
family can provide; and 
 

WHEREAS, a child’s success is best supported in a system that is family-focused, child-centered, 
and community-based; and 
 

WHEREAS, foster, and kinship parents provide Monroe County’s children with opportunities to 
be part of caring families and help them reconnect with their families through reunification, 
permanency placement, or preparation for adoption; and 
 

WHEREAS, through the partnerships among foster, adoptive and kinship parents, child welfare 
staff, and public and private child-serving organizations, efforts are made to ensure that children are 
safe and their voices are heard as we work for the success of every child; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Commissioners, do hereby recognize May 2016 as FOSTER CARE 
AWARENSS MONTH in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, and call this observance to the attention of all our 
citizens. 
 
 

Resolution #8 
 

To recognize National Police Week 2016 and to honor the service and sacrifice of those law 
enforcement officers killed in the line of duty while protecting our communities and safeguarding our 
democracy.  
 

WHEREAS, there are approximately 900,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities 
across the United States, including the dedicated members of the Monroe County Law Enforcement 
Community;  

 
WHEREAS, there have been 15,725 assaults against law enforcement officers in 2014, resulting 

in approximately 13,824 injuries;  
 
WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1791, more than 20,000 law enforcement officers in 

the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed in the line of duty, including several 
members of law enforcement agencies serving our area; 

 
WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls of the 

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C.; 
 
WHEREAS, 252 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law Enforcement 

Officers Memorial this spring, including 123 officers killed in 2015 and 129 officers killed in previous 
years; 

 
WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all fallen officers 

and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Monroe formally designates May 15-21, 2016, 

as Police Week in Monroe County, and publicly salutes the service of law enforcement officers in our 
community and in communities across the nation. 

 
 

Resolution #9 
Whereas, Monroe County is home for many older Americans who deserve recognition for their 

contributions and sacrifices to ensure a better life for future generations; and  
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Whereas, Monroe County is committed to helping all individuals live longer, healthier lives in 
the communities of their choice for as long as possible; and 
 

Whereas, since 1965, the Older Americans Act has provided services that help older adults 
remain healthy and independent by complementing existing medical and health care systems, helping 
prevent hospital readmissions, and supporting some of life’s most basic functions, such as bathing or 
preparing meals; and  
 

Whereas, these programs also support family caregivers, address issues of exploitation, neglect 
and abuse of older adults, and adapt services to the needs of  American elders; and 
 

Whereas, we recognize the value of community engagement and service in helping older adults 
remain healthy and active while giving back to others; and 
 

Whereas, our community can provide opportunities to enrich the lives of individuals of all ages 
by promoting and engaging in activity, wellness, and social inclusion, emphasizing home and community 
based services that support independent living and ensuring that community members of all ages 
benefit from the contributions and experience of older adults. 
 

RESOLVED, the Monroe County Commissioners do hereby proclaim May 2016 to be Older 
Americans Month. We urge every resident to take time this month to celebrate older adults and the 
people who serve and support them, as powerful and vital individuals who greatly contribute to the 
community. 
 
 M-2016-90 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve to add the following vendors to the County list of Approved Vendors as  
follows: 

i) Pocono Heritage Center – Commissioners Office 
ii)   Neve’s Uniforms – Jail 
iii) The Bagel Experience – Jail 
iv) Police Products Corp. – NE PA Counter-Terrorism Task Force 

 
 M-2016-91 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 

 carried to approve the following, as request by the Redevelopment Authority: 
 

a) A request from the Act 137 Advisory Board to revise their 2016 budget to change certain 
line items in the budget 

b) Act 137 grant in the amount of $20,000.00 to Support Services for Seniors to perform minor 
repairs to low income seniors homes 

c) Appoint Sharon D. Ortiz to the Act 137 Advisory Board, with a term to expire 12/31/2020 
 

 M-2016-92 Motion by Commissioner Christy, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garris, and 
carried to approve the Capital Purchases Report dated 4/27/16, as follows: 

 

 
 

M2016-93 Motion by Vice-Chairman Garris, seconded by Commissioner Christy and 
carried to approve the Approve the Computer Capital Purchases Report dated 4/27/16, as follows: 
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 Vice-Chairman Garris adjourned the meeting at 9:46 a.m. 
  
       _______________________________________ 
       Greg Christine, Chief Clerk/Administrator 
 
M-2016-81 thru M-2016-93 
R-2016-7 thru R-2016-9 
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Vice - Chairman Garris adjourned the meeting at 9:46 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M-2016-81 thru M-2016-93 
R-2016-6-8 


